THE LUTHERAN 


‘‘Stand fast in the liberty wherewith 


Q 


ANAL Barran 


Christ hath made us free’’ 


al pd 
On Cartage mad te $f Trinidad 
Tocilat sy \ 
x as Boy LEGEND 
=, on TD sxeep = G7 ropacco. = (EN CopPER 
Vere 7 een pears CD Fruit ) Tin 
reli jp leaeeee = er a Paramaribo SS WHEAT  vinevares AUK MANGANESE 
GRD if Pop. 5-414.160 _| 160. rH Brith ¢ ir (cone CB corree (0) RUBBER MIRON 
: > - 
Beunaventura, a oO ws MBIA. | ae a Guianal NA “ich * Vert Go TEA YK GOLO SE COAL 
he HA \ 89.450 SaNi Giana j Fe GF cacao (S)- SILVER [N] NITRATES 
fe ‘ Sey Pop. 314 pas Cy coTToN “© PIAMONPS OIL 
ay 0 ivar oyitnn § ¢ Pres, \ Sis) 7H ; on 
vmeets Kaui y i. rst 54,901 Sq Mi Pop. 49,000 A RAILWAYS AIRLINES 
jo * = da pa f Zo --— + | Pop 155,888 r Sraptasaas 
4 337,392 SqM j Covetor 
Mbox 3 To1Leb2 | mm j oe 
Guaydqyj) Poe ereees| ONIN : _ 
fhe ECUADOR 7) e ! O25 SeoAlcantara 
Picos Cuenca, oa ; ! S reid ie 
Che parranca atl \ er 3 
\ Pay. A iy ¥ 
ofl ( gs ee } if 4) f 
ee ? o V4 


\ 


% @ ’ 
N22: iS 
\, 1482 133 SqMi 4 


+ Guadelupes po. 6.500.000 


eas 
7 { pens. 
Callao) avon 
\ Catmeé 
2 Lima ‘ ERU / 


Parano * 


Pd ss 


Pox ne 


\ [506,467 Sq Mi. 
* [Pop 5.170.810 _| 


ty 


MollondsS ~ 


Pernambuca. \ 
Re RecifelY 


At) #, Maceio 


a 
0/8. 


elrionbe 


Daecifie 


CQccan 


Mexillones 


pore 
fot 


Iquique 


ls A. a 
Rio de daniero 


wet 


Ze ¢ “Tropic of OG pricort 
PS i 


Vege y ( ; ILS 
ae ae 
VE eS Sabana a? Lent 


Pabell fo HC 
Tolora ix? Wes ’ ws 
Huasco) | ¥} Me fe Se 
{ TE Ky f 
y CHILE | mae 
286,522 Sq.Mi. . 
Pop. 4.087445 [koe y oe 
Se I | Chanares Ze 
$ Carats. Valparaisofet 
2 (0; 
Suen ; Sa ‘all S 
Fernandez 
) Concepcio 
Valdivia 


78,278 Sq.Mi 
12 [Pop- 12,561,561 | 36} 


| 


i 


3 eAtlantie 


Oce Gil 


 ZPuerto Beseado 


Falkland Is. 
Lies 


KINGDOM HORIZONS 


Red stars locate our United 
Lutheran Church missions 
in South America. These 
are our special concern 
during Foreign Mission 
Time, January, 1940. A 
continent which teems with 
material resources also of- 
fers us abundant oppor- 
tunities for proclaiming the 
Gospel. 


Map reprinted by permission from 
EVERYBODY’S WEEKLY, magazine of 
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THE LUTHERAN 


LET’S LOOK AT THE RECORD 


By Mary Boozer, Secretary, Department of Lutheran Statistics 


Wuen the National Lutheran Council 
was founded in 1918, among the purposes 
stated in its constitution was this: “To 
promote the gathering and publishing of 
true and uniform statistics and informa- 
tion concerning the Lutheran Church in 
America.” In nearly every year since then 
the Council has published a table of sta- 
tistics covering all Lutheran bodies in 
North America, with the co-operation and 
aid of the statisticians of these bodies. To 
be sure, there still are great difficulties in 
the undertaking, for it is never an easy 
task to collect comparable figures from 
different organizations whose statistical 
methods may not be the same. During the 
more than twenty years there has been a 
gratifying amount of standardization in 
statistical rubrics and procedure, but per- 
fection has by no means been attained. By 
and large, however, the figures are true 
enough and uniform enough to give a re- 
liable picture of the outward state of the 
Lutheran Church in the United States and 
Canada. 

This annual table of statistics, covering 
1938, was recently published in the Sep- 
tember 1939 issue of The National Lu- 
theran, pages 16 and 17, and in all likeli- 
hood it will also be printed in some church 
almanacs and year books for 1940. Every 
Lutheran pastor and every Lutheran 
church member is urged to hunt it out and 
give at least a short time to studying it. 
Any questions will be welcomed by the 
National Lutheran Council. 


Comparisons of Growth 


The statistical state of the Church in 
1938 is thrown into clearer relief when 
placed against a background of the years 
immediately preceding. For instance, the 
Lutheran Church at the end of 1938 could 
count 4,866,512 baptized members—80,055 
more than in 1937, a gain of 1.7 per cent. 
Was this unusually good or unusually bad? 
Neither, for over the five years ending 
with 1938 the increase had been 346,586, 
which averaged a 1.5 per cent annual gain. 
So 1938 was just a little above average. 

Similarly, in confirmed membership 
growth the Lutheran Church merely con- 
tinued a gain that was steady throughout 
the five-year period. Since 1933 there had 
been an average annual increase of 2.2 
per cent, raising the total from 3,042,705 
to 3,370,553. In 1938 this increase was 81,979, 
or 2.5 per cent. Compare these rates and 
actual increases with those in baptized 
membership. If all Lutheran congregations 
have carefully counted and accurately re- 
ported their membership, it certainly ap- 
pears that the confirmed or adult mem- 
bership has grown more rapidly than the 
baptized or total membership. Does this 
phenomenon go hand in hand with the 
“aging population” in the United States? 
Or is there a possibility that the strain 
and stress of the 1930’s has brought adults 
to a reawakened interest in the Church? 

It may be startling to discover that the 
number of Lutheran congregations in 1938 
—15,798—was less by 886 than the previous 


year and 778 less than in 1933, but there 
is an explanation. Heretofore in the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council table the figure 
for “Congregations” had included both or- 
ganized congregations and preaching 
places, but in the 1938 statistics the two 
categories were separated, which accounts 
for the apparent decrease. So the 15,798 
congregations include only organized ones. 
In addition, 1,005 preaching places were 
reported. One large body never before 
took count of its preaching places but 
proposes to do so next year. Of course, 
another factor may contribute to that de- 
crease in congregations. Ever since the era 
of church body mergers was ushered in 
about 1917, congregational mergers have 
also been going on and undoubtedly will 
continue for some years to come, but in 
general the organization of new congre- 
gations offsets this decrease. 


Sunday School Attendance 


In 1938 church schools (Sunday schools, 
parochial day schools, weekday and vaca- 
tion Bible schools) numbered 21,423—only 
16 more than in 1937 and 585 more than 
in 1933. The number of pupils attending 
them jumped to 1,971,843, a gain of 39,754, 
or 2.1 per cent over 1937; but over the 
five-year period the increase was only 
90,817 pupils, or about one per cent each 
year. Why was there a spurt in 1938? One 
cannot say. It may be due to nothing more 
than more accurate reporting, but—who 
knows?—it may be that 1938 noted the 
first step in an unusual growth in church 
school attendance. 

The value of property owned by Lu- 
theran congregations (church edifices, par- 
sonages, schools, parish houses, and any 
other real property) dropped in 1938 by 
$4,231,683 to $362,651,883 even though there 
had been an increase in valuation of nearly 
$4,300,00 over 1933. In comparison with 
the enormous increase in valuation that 
occurred during the 1920’s, it is obvious 
that the depression years have had their 
effect on congregational building programs. 


Debts and Expenses 


Until the current National Lutheran 
Council table of all-Lutheran figures, in- 
debtedness on congregations had never been 
printed in the annual table although it was 
always reported in editions of the Lu- 
theran World Almanac. In their reports to 
the Council, nine Lutheran bodies entered 
no debt figures, probably because indebted- 
ness is not an item on the parochial re- 
ports submitted to their congregations; yet 
it is hardly likely that all these were debt- 
free. The Lutheran bodies that do collect 
indebtedness facts reported a total of 
$47,868,207, which is $1,336,851 less than in 
1937. What a welcome loss! But despite 
the sizable reduction, indebtedness on con- 
gregations is still a big figure; even at the 
conservative estimate of a two per cent 
interest rate, debt service on this total 
means nearly $1,000,000 a year. 

Expenses for local congregational pur- 
poses went up by 4.4 per cent in 1938, 
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rising to $39,270,408, and they also rose 
throughout the five years. Indeed, the 1938 
rate of increase was lower than the aver- 
age 5.8 per cent prevailing since 1933. 
Without doubt the operating expenses of 
congregations have been affected by rising 
costs that started upward in 1934; that may 
be one reason for the increase. If the 1938 
decrease in indebtedness represented 
actual pay-off, and not merely foreclosures 
and write-offs as are known to have oc- 
curred in some debt reductions, then cer- 
tainly that can account for another part 
of the increase in local expenses. It would 
be pleasant to think that at least part of it 
meant increased salaries for some of the 
hundreds of Lutheran pastors who receive 
less than $1,000 a year, or additional allow- 
ances for operating church schools, or as- 
sistant pastors and deaconesses added to 
church staffs in the larger congregations. 


The Best Comparison 


The truly bright and shining spot in the 
whole table of 1938 statistics has been 
saved for last! It is the splendid gain in 
the amount given by Lutheran congrega- 
tions to benevolence, that is, to other than 
home expenses—to the general work of 
the Church in its advance in this country 
and abroad, to inner mission and charit- 
able work, to Christian education, to min- 
isterial pensions. And this gain was over 
a million dollars—$1,072,142 to be exact, 
2.9 per cent more than in 1937! This made ~ 
the benevolence total $9,380,824. Even 
though several Lutheran bodies conducted 
financial appeals in 1938 which surely con- 
tributed to the unusual gain, the upswing 
in benevolence since 1933 has been con- 
sistent enough to be heartening. During 
1938 congregations gave $2,298,988 more 
than in 1933, but they still have about 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Choice Called For 


Have you thought of the year 1940 as a period of time 
-in which you can live more satisfactorily than you did 
_ in 1939? You know that of all God’s creation, only men 
-and women can make use of January 1 to undertake 

changes in the direction of betterment. The machine 
at which you work will function this year as it did last, 
except as you control its activities. Your dog will not 
change his habits of his own volition, but you can change 
them. Betterment, not only of self but of others; not 
only of your own surroundings, but of the surroundings 
of your associates, is within the grasp of your will. 
_ Archimedes, the ancient Greek, said that with a lever 
and a fulcrum he could move the earth. He might more 
practically have emphasized the fact that by a change 
of his mind he could add to or subtract from the re- 
sources of his fellowmen. The value of invention, dis- 
covery and leadership is realized by the acts of decision 
performed by the multitudes. 
Tue LuTHERAN makes and records a decision in this 
_ first issue of the year. We have determined to address 
our readers not less kindly but more boldly than in the 
past. We are not content merely to suggest the calls 
upon believers everywhere to be more obedient to God 
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we urge the larger use of your ability to forsake evil 
and obstructive ways, and your determined entrance 
into the Christ-appointed, God-pleasing activities that 
invite our participation. There is authority even to 
demand the turning of a new leaf so far as the Chris- 
tian’s choice of service is concerned. This is what our 
faith commands us to do, and he or she who passes from 
one year to another without the appraisals which a New 
Year’s beginning suggests, has committed the sin of 
neglect. It is the betrayal of the position in which the 
Creator has placed us when we forsake the dominion 
over the earth’s resources with which He has endowed 
us. It is a form of infidelity. 

But especially the moral and spiritual values of our 
times must be scanned and classified. “The fool hath 
said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”’ One need not live 
now in Russia to be that sort of moron. He who takes 
no thought of the Lord’s day, of the Lord’s house, 
of the Lord’s work, and of the Lord’s people, or who 
thinks the things of the spirit are of no consequence, is 
the equivalent of an atheist, and an atheist, the psalmist 
declared, is a fool. 

Let us by all means choose the higher paths of life 
and the spiritual objectives of living. These are made 
apparent by our church in its worship, in the fellowship 
of the members and in their co-operation to extend 
God’s kingdom. THE Eprror. 
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EPIPHANY’S CALL 


Board of Foreign Missions Presents Work in South America 
By SECRETARY GEORGE Dracu, D.D. 


ForEIGN Mission Time is the month of January 1940. The 
Board of Foreign Missions has decided to use it in the inter- 
est of our missions in South America, which are located in 
Argentina and British Guiana. This is the first time a special 
Foreign Mission Time appeal is made to our Sunday schools 
for South America. On account of the war in Europe the 
United States now is cultivating closer relations with the 
countries in South America, and in a more real sense than 
ever before they actually are our nearest neighbors. 


In Argentina 

There are certain needs for church buildings and equip- 
ment in Argentina and British Guiana which we have not 
been able to meet under the regular mission budgets and 
which, therefore, we must try to supply through our For- 
eign Mission Time appeal. Our Argentina mission needs a 
parsonage for the missionary family at Eldorado, the Rev. 
and Mrs. Herman Hammer. Rents are high, and houses for 
rent are not readily available. Then in the established work 
in and around Buenos Aires congregations cannot make sat- 
isfactory progress until we help them to build churches. We 
want to supplement the building funds that they are them- 
selves raising. 

In British Guiana 


In British Guiana a new congregation and Sunday school 
have been started in the capital city, Georgetown. They 
are meeting in a small, inadequate second story in a poor 
neighborhood. The prospects are so bright that we are 
anxious to help the national pastor, the Rev. Aubrey Bowen, 
to secure in a good neighborhood a building which can be 
used for church, Sunday school and parsonage purposes. 

On the Berbice River, one hundred twenty-five miles 
inland, live South American Indians whose tribal desig- 
nation is Arawak. A congregation and school have been 
conducted for years at Ituni. Twice before the Arawak 


Indians have hewed timber in the forest to be sawed into 
lumber, and the Board was not able during the depression 
years to give them money. So the timber intended for a 
church and school building was sold. Now for the third 
time timber is being cut in the forest and we are appealing 


for a special Foreign Mission Time offering in January to 
make it possible for the Arawak Indians at Ituni really and 
truly to get their much-desired building. 

These are some of the immediate needs in South America. 
There are others. The time has come when the needs in 
Argentina and British Guiana should be met in order that 
opportunities for growth and progress may not slip away. 
Now is the time to come to the aid of our nearest neighbors 
to the south, our missions in Argentina and British Guiana. 


Literature for Use 

The Board of Foreign Missions has prepared the following 
literature: (1) A Sunday school service for Foreign Mission 
Day, by the Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz; (2) A Church Bul- 
letin, by the Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz; (3) a leaflet on 
South America, for free distribution, by M. Edwin Thomas, 
D.D.; (4) offering envelopes to be distributed in the Sunday 
school and to be returned on Foreign Mission Day; (5) a 
poster for the bulletin board. 

Every pastor and Sunday school superintendent has re- 
ceived a letter from the Board of Foreign Missions urging 
the observance of Foreign Mission Day, either on the last 
Sunday of the month of January or on some other con- 
venient Sunday. Postcards were supplied with these letters 
so that orders could be sent for the desired number of the 
various Foreign Mission Time supplies. 

Last year the Board of Foreign Missions distributed 200,000 
church bulletins, 105,000 Sunday school services, 165,000 
leaflets and 185,000 envelopes. We would like to see these 
figures doubled, and we ask that the postcards ordering 
supplies be sent to the Board without delay after they have 
been received by the pastors. 


“The major operating capital of all the Boards a@f the 
U. L. C. A., with the single exception of the Board of Pub- 
lication, is provided through the benevolent contributions 
of individual members of congregations.” The work done 
is, of course, related to the support given. 

—1940 U. L. C. Year Book. 


THE U. L. C. A. BOARD OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
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IN THE WORLD’S EYE 


Julius F. Seebach, Philadelphia, Pa., “Paragraphs” 
Men, Movements, and Occasions About 
Which People Read 


The Hungarian Postal Authorities have just issued an 
unusual series of stamps to commemorate the great events 
of Hungary’s Protestant past. The prime mover in this cele- 
bration has been the chief Protestant organization, the 
Bethlen Gabor Association, which is named after Hungary’s 
great leader in her fight for independence, who also achieved 
religious liberty for his country in 1621 by the Pact of 
Nicholsbourg. This Association has long been staging a 
Reformation festival annually. This year, however, encour- 
aged by the restoration of lands in North Hungary which 
are largely occupied by Protestants, they have put on a 
more extensive demonstration, aided by other Protestant 
organizations. The stamps, a part of the celebration, are 
issued in the small currency unit, called “fillers,” as follow: 
the 6f. for Matyas Devai (the Luther) and Peter Jahasz 
(the Calvin), the two pioneer reformers; the 10f. for Gaspar 
Karolyi, first translator and printer of the Bible for Hun- 
gary, 1590; the 20f. for Albert Molnar, first translator of 
hymns, 1607; the 32f. for Bethlen Gabor; the 40f. for 
Zsuzsanna Lorantfy, Hungary’s famous woman founder of 
many schools and patron of the Protestant Sarespatak 
School, still considered the best in Hungary. 


While the Finns Are Fighting for their national life, they 
may well recall a new word they coined last year when 
Herbert Hoover visited them. At that time, with a vivid 
memory of Hoover’s relief ministrations on their behalf 
during and after the World War, they inserted the word 
“hooveri” in their vocabulary, in the sense of “charity,” 
which his service had caused them to realize in a richer 
form. Today, writes Marti Putalla of Ouln, Finland, that 
single word “hooveri” is used by village authorities through- 
out Finland when they issue calls for emergency donations. 
Destitute children also substitute the word for the articles 
they receive from relief organizations. Mr. Hoover’s present 
campaign for these devoted people will fill the word with 
greater significance for them, and add new lustre to the 
philanthropic zeal of our ex-president. 


A Norwegian Christian Scholar, Dr. Karl Reichelt, has 
devised an original way of commending the Christian faith 
to Buddhist priests and monks. To approve himself to the 
Buddhists he has built a monastery in the best traditions 
of Chinese architecture, consisting of dormitories for the 
wandering monks, a pilgrim’s hall, and a Temple of Christ. 
The monastery is located on a remote tableland, situated 
on the pilgrimage road which the Buddhist monks follow 
from India to Tibet. On their journey the monks frequently 
stop at this Christian monastery, where they receive pos- 
itive Christian teaching during their stay, but with a familiar 
religious and intellectual background and in a form en- 


lightened and enforced by Dr. Reichelt’s profound knowl- 


edge of Buddhism. It is reported that more than sixty 
monks and priests have accepted Christian baptism under 
this training. Dr. Reichelt also has a training school with 
forty resident students who are preparing to serve in the 
Inter-Scandinavian Christian Mission to Buddhists. 


Persecution of the Jews Had its natural and wholesome 
effect in purifying and strengthening their faith. Hopeless- 
ness, bitterness, revenge are beginning to give way before a 
spiritual uplift. This is having repeated expression in our 


land, among the latest being that of Judaism’s central con- 
servative body, The United Synagogue of America. Its 


president, L. I. Moss, says, “As I see it, religion’s greatest 
task and opportunity today is to dispel the sense of hope- 
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lessness so common among our youth. .. . There is but one 
remedy for the welter of hate, destruction and cynicism that 
afflicts the world today, and that is religious faith.” Dr. E. L. 
Solomon recently characterized religion as “the best safe- 
guard of democracy now so seriously threatened.” A group 
of rabbis have concertedly been urging on their congrega- 
tions and neighborhoods “the Maccabean courage,” which 
“is needed by the Jews of the world in facing their tragedies 
today.” It is encouraging to note the increased repetition 
of this note in tones that suggest confidence as well as 
courage. 


The Picturesque Everglades of Florida are in danger of 
destruction. So says Prof. R. V. Allison, head of Florida 
University’s Department of Chemistry and Soils. He de- 
clares that the rich muckland of the Everglades, which “if 
properly developed could produce 30,000,000 tons of sugar 
annually, lies on its death-bed.” Dr. Allison blames the 
“progressive dewatering” of the undeveloped lands, not only 
for the destructive spring fires that have swept over 1,000,000 
acres of the Everglades during the last twenty-five years 
and destroyed their agricultural value to the extent of 
$500,000,000, but also for “stopping the formation of the soil 
and thus producing shrinkage and oxidation losses.” In 
other words, the state loses not only the mysterious beauty 
and appeal of the Everglades; it loses also its practical 
value. This “progressive dewatering,” by the way, is one 
of the strong and immediate reasons offered against the 
proposed ship canal across the state from ocean to gulf. 


Though the Salvation Army carries on its work in more 
than eighty countries, the restrictions embodied in Mexico’s 
laws practically eliminate the Army’s operations in that land. 
It must be the military stamp of its title that excites the 
suspicions of the Mexican authorities against this peaceable 
organization. However, by the curious irony of events, the 
work without the name has become established, and is now 
legally allowed. It all came about by the conversion to 
evangelical Christianity of a young Communist leader and 
former government official. Without any knowledge of the 
Salvation Army, of its methods, or even of its existence, he 
began work along the same lines in Mexico City’s slums 
among drunkards and other human derelicts. Other young 
people eagerly joined in the crusade, even holding street 
meetings, which were against the law. Being cast into prison, 
they continued their work there with such effect that the 
authorities at last decided to recognize and allow their 
operations under certain restrictions. Incidentally, these are 
the same restrictions under which various forms of Prot- 
estant activity are being quietly and efficiently pursued. 


This Is a Crazy Werld, and no wonder. The scientists of 
the Carnegie Institute, in a recent report, are more polite 
in their phraseology. They say “all living matter” is un- 
balanced, or ‘slightly cockeyed’ (to use the epithet of one 
of them), in growth and development.” This means that 
when atoms combine to form molecules, and molecules 
group themselves into cells, and these in turn combine in a 
steadily rising complexity in various forms of living matter, 
these groupings are always unsymmetrical, and are arranged 
in one of two forms “which differ from each other very 
much as the right hand differs from the left.” The conclu- 
sion of the scientists is that “it is interesting to find a law 
of imbalance which runs from the plant all the way through 
the chemical processes . . . to produce unbalanced cells in 
the body of man.” Since it is sometimes said that genius is 
a form of unbalanced personality, would it be correct to 
deduce that geniuses have more unbalanced cells in their 
bodies? And, on the other hand, must we think of those 
who have so seriously unbalanced the world of today as 
geniuses? If so, we need to develop more balanced cells, 
and better balanced humans. 
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AMERICA TO THE SOUTH 


Foreign Mission Board’s “Special Objective” for Epiphany Invites Interest 


THE first page of this issue of THe LuTHERAN has been 
designed to catch the eyes of our readers and to awaken 
their interest in the work in South America directed by 
our Board of Foreign Missions. The marks on the map 
locate Lutheran activities in two states, British Guiana and 
Argentina. Here our missionaries have been in service far 
a score or more of years, and here opportunities for ex- 
pansion merit the prompt and sincere support of those 
living in the United States and Canada. While gifts of 
money are sought only from the Sunday schools of our 
churches, the whole U. L. C. A. membership will find this 
enterprise a fascinating study. 

South America as a continent has such contrasts to its 
northern sister as to arouse one’s curiosity. Even the title 
which frequently appears in our newspapers, Latin America, 
is intriguing. But it is also misleading. Neither the land 
nor its inhabitants are Latin in language or origin. Not the 
most ambitious of the Roman emperors ever so much as 
heard of this southern continent with its great river sys- 
tems, its towering mountain chain, and its vast plains. The 
Italians, successors to the Romans, are likewise without any 
direct jurisdiction, except as one recalls that Genoa was the 
birthplace of Columbus and that the heads of Roman 
Catholicism in the centuries of discovery were Italian popes. 
It was Alexander VI (1498 to 1503) who gave Spain what- 
ever the reigning King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella asked 
for, including title to any lands which might be discovered 
west of a line drawn from the north to the south poles one 
hundred leagues west of the Canary and Cape Verde Islands. 
(What was east of that line was allotted to Portugal.) 


Unlike Sisters 


While the two Americas are joined together and while 
they are not unlike in diversities of climate and resources, 
historically they show great contrasts. It was ill-fated that 
Spain and Portugal, maritime powers in the early sixteenth 
century, yielded to a hunger for gold and a rivalry that 
made them cruel to the natives of South America and ruth- 
less in their search for treasure. The conquest of the ancient 
Incas on the West and of the warlike Caribs and other 
aborigines on the East was characterized by forms of torture 
and by wholesale destruction that made a mockery of the 
Christian religion and established standards of culture that 
eventually led to revolutions. 

A modern historian who is quoted in Larned’s History 
comments: “Two great events happened within thirty years 
of each other, the discovery of the New World and the 
Reformation. These two events, closely involved with two 
others, namely, the consolidation of the great European 
states and the closing of the East by the Turkish conquest, 
caused the vast change which we know as the close of the 
Middle Ages and the opening of the modern period. But 
of the two leading events the one was a far more rapid 
operation than the other. The Reformation produced its 
effect at once and in the very front of the stage of history. 
Meanwhile the occupation of the New World is going on in 
the background and does not force itself upon the attention 
of the student who is contemplating Europe. ... But from 
this time forward affairs begin to be controlled by two great 
causes at once, i.e., the Reformation and the New World, 
and of these the Reformation acts with diminishing force 
and the New World with more and more influence.” 

In the same volume from which the above was quoted a 
map “showing the principal voyages of discovery to Amer- 
ica from 1492 to 1611” is found. While the number of ad- 
venturers is not startlingly great, the extent to which the 


eastern coasts of the Americas were visited indicates the 
deep-seated idea that some channel could be found by 
which the Orient could be reached and the treasures gained 
that would reward the courage and hardships of Spanish, 
Portugese, and English mariners. Finally in 1519 Magellan 
sailed to the southern extremity of the continent and en- 
tered the Pacific Ocean. Barring occasional Arctic explora- 
tions, hopes for a short cut to the Orient were abandoned. 


Columbus in 1498 


As to South America’s Atlantic coast, Columbus landed 
at the mouth of the Orinoco River in 1498; Vespucius found 
the farthest eastern point of Brazil. The LaPlata River was 
first entered in 1515 by deSolis, who landed on what is now 
Uruguayan soil and took possession of the country in the 
name of the king of Spain. The act cost him his life, for the 
savage Charruas, who at that time inhabited the country, 
attacked and killed him and all his party. It was not until 
the Jesuits arrived in the year 1624 that permanent settle- 
ments were established. 

The humanness of the religious orders in the sixteenth 
century, of the Jesuits especially, is indicated by the com- 
petition that developed among them. Also the intense na- 
tionalism of the times was the source of recurring troubles. 
To this day there is a restlessness in Latin America which 
produces numerous uprisings among the people. Almost 
from the beginning of the white man’s occupation of South 
America he indulged in frequent wars. The Jesuit mission, 
which reached considerable proportions in Uruguay, was 
finally abandoned and sank to ruins. Uruguay itself, though 
earliest settled, did not thrive as did its neighbors to the 
north and to the south. 

Argentina to the south is a country half the size of the 
United States. Its population as estimated in 1938 totaled 
12,750,000 people. Of these almost one-fifth are in the 
federal district of the capital city, Buenos Aires. This pres- 
ent population is overwhelmingly European in origin, prin- 
cipally from Italy and Spain, though many Germans have 
also settled there. The original population of aborigines has 
dwindled with the occupancy by the white race until now 
it is estimated from 20,000 to 30,000. 

Argentina has no state religion, though the Roman Cath- 
olic religion is supported by the state. All other creeds are 
tolerated and freedom of conscience prevails. 

Education has been given attention by the federal gov- 
ernment. The Statesman’s Year Book in its report on 
Argentina says that illiteracy among the voters has fallen 
from 35 per cent in 1916 to 21.98 per cent in 1930. Much 
remains to be done, however, so far as the education of the 
people is concerned. 


Missionary Armbruster Informs Us 


The mission field to which the attention of members of the 
United Lutheran Church in America is called during this 
Epiphany season was first brought to the attention of the 
members of the former General Synod in 1908, when the 
late Dr. Silas Daugherty established an English-speaking 
congregation in the province of Buenos Aires. However, 
the church as it now exists celebrated last November its 
twentieth anniversary. This, of course, is an indication of 
the development of stable organization among them. Since 
1920 missionaries from the United States have labored and 
a group of racial pastors have been trained and ordained. 
There are now eleven congregations with 1,601 baptized 
members. Of these 946 are communicants. There are 241 
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-press in any other way. Be- 


attend the confirmation service 


Sunday school pupils. 649 baptisms and 517 confirmations 


are reported as the ministerial acts of pastors since 1920. 
The Rev. J. M. Armbruster, now senior pastor in Argentina, 
reports concerning the work of the U. L. C. A. as follows: 


1927. The incorporation under the National Argentine 
school system of the fourth and fifth years of our National 
College, thus giving us an authorized school in Buenos Aires 
of kindergarten, full seven primary grades, and full sec- 
ondary school of five years, enabling us to provide instruc- 
tion for the children of the church in our own church in- 
stitution from the age of three years to the age of eighteen, 
when our graduates are entitled to enter some specialized 
faculty of the university. 


1934. Incorporation of the first year of the commercial 
school for boys. 


1939. Incorporation of the second year commercial school 
for boys and the first year commercial school for girls. 


1930. Establishing of a mission station among Germans, 
Danes and Poles of our own faith, in Eldorado, Misiones, 
750 miles north of Buenos Aires on the Upper Parana River, 
near the Brazilian border and directly across the river from 
Paraguay. 


1924. Dedication of the first United Lutheran Church 
building in Buenos Aires, the Church of the Redeemer. 


1925. Dedication of our second church edifice, San Miguel, 
St. Paul’s. 


1932. Dedication of school building of Luther congrega- 
tion at Eldorado. 


1934. Dedication of Peach Church building at Schoental, 
Eldorado, with Dr. P. W. Koller in attendance. It is worthy 
of note that this church building was erected entirely by 
donations of materials and labor by the members of the 
congregations, 


1936. Dedication of Emmaus Church, Eldorado. Materials 
and labor also provided entirely by members of the con- 
gregation. 

And still we progress. Sunday, November 12, 1939, the 
cornerstone of our new church, parsonage and school was 
laid at Villa Progreso, Jonas Villaverde pastor. 

Plans have also been drawn up and funds provided for 
erecting a new church building at Caseros. 


Annual Celebrations 

In 1933 our first annual Lutheran Mass Meeting was held 
in Villa del Parque with the attendance of the American 
ambassador to the Argentine, the Hon. Alexander W. Wed- 
dell, and pastors of other Lutheran congregations outside 
of the United Lutheran Church. November 1, 1939, we 
celebrated the seventh of such mass meetings. Each year 
this solemn service provides a 
spectacle that exteriorizes the 
solidarity of those of our faith, 
that it would be difficult to ex- 


sides the attendance of our own 
laity and pastors in and around 
Buenos Aires, we have had the 
honor of receiving the pastors 
of the German, Swedish and 
Danish churches and in an un- 
official capacity those of the 
Missouri Synod. 

A custom established a few 
years ago which is gaining pop- 
ularity with each passing year 
is that of inviting members of 
former catechetical classes to 
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in a body, and participate in the procession. They occupy 
pews in the church according to years of confirmation. This 
year, of 191 confirmed members of Redeemer Church since 
1925 (four of whom have passed away and 48 others moved 
away from Buenos Aires, leaving 139 in and around this 
city), 73 were present at the service. It was a moving sight 
to see these fine young men and women fill half of the 
church auditorium in an age when incredulity is generally 
attributed to our youth. 


Informing Anniversary Booklet 

An outstanding feature of our 1939 anniversary celebra- 
tion is the publication of a special number of our magazine, 
Luz Y Verdad, in book form, eighty pages, containing a 
brief history of our work from its beginning. This history 
has been admirably compiled and presented by Pastor J. 
Christian Port, and an English translation will be available 
shortly for our readers in The States. 

Throughout the whole of our anniversary celebration, the 
brethren in The States who were responsible for the be- 
ginning of our work in this country, and those who are 
constantly aiding in the continuance of it, have been upper- 
most in our minds. 

The home church may be assured of the gratitude of their 
Argentine brothers, and we believe that a careful con- 
sideration of the foregoing information about our work here 
will convince one and all that our effort in this far-off land 
under the Southern Cross has been worth while. 


SUNDAY IN AMERICA 


Sunpay, in America, once stood out distinctly in the week. 
Now the difference is becoming less and less noticeable. In 
parts of the land a very small percentage of the community 
still go to a brief morning service, and the Sabbath school 
is still maintained. However, to judge from Monday’s papers, 
Sunday is the great day now for sporting events and con- 
tests. The Covenanter Witness reminds us of the importance 
of Sunday by giving this quotation from a sermon by Dr.’ 
Joseph R. Sizoo: 

“Voltaire was right when he said that the only way to 
destroy the Christian religion is to destroy the Christian 
Sabbath. Something happens to a man when the forces to 
which the Christian Sabbath bear witness go out of him... . 
If there were no Sabbath we would have to invent one to 
keep the world from going mad.... 

‘Tt is not easy to keep the Christian Sabbath. Everything 
has its price, and the keeping of the Sabbath, too. The ques- 
tion is, Are we willing to give up indulgences that are per- 
fectly harmless in themselves? Are we willing to turn our 
backs upon pleasures that are not essentially wrong in order 
to keep alive and cultivate 
these eternal things that alone 
will make the nation great and 
good?” 


A PRAYER 


Aumicuty Gop, without 
Whom nothing is strong, noth- 
ing is holy: May our speaking 
and hearing at this time be to 
the increase of faith, hope, and 
love. May all that is untrue 
perish in the speaking, and all 
that is true be preserved for 
our use and Thy service; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.—Collects and Prayers. 
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’M GLAD I LIVE IN A PARSONAGE 


By HELEN W. STOLLDORF,* Lafayette, Indiana 


Tuts is an age of super-critical people; the ministry has 
been infected as well as the laity. We are too critical of our 
brethren, yes, and often jealous. Each parsonage, each par- 
ish, has its own peculiar problems; some are broadcast, 
others locked behind the doors when the householder leaves 
his hearth. It is not for me or you to say how another shall 
manage his home, his parish. Neither you nor I knows all 
the problems, the intimate peculiarities that color the pic- 
ture of another parish. If the laity cannot see and find 
tolerance and forbearance in our lives, where can they look? 
This accusation may be a bit strong, but if you are fair in 
your judgments, you will admit that it is one of our be- 
setting sins. 

I am glad that I live in a parsonage, because I am not 
expected to “live up to the Joneses.” We greet and meet 
the high and the low; we are accepted and welcomed in 
either rank. We do not have to have a $300 living room 
suite because Mr. and Mrs. Gotrocks have one, or give 
swanky cocktail parties because Mrs. Social Climber thinks 
that it is one of the sure rungs on the social ladder. We 
may have the talent required to play a good game of bridge, 
but we aren’t required to sit afternoon after afternoon 
playing this social game. 

I may crave a mink coak to drape over my matronly 
form, and my husband may wish for an expensive Hamilton 
wrist watch; but you will agree with me that our invest- 
ments in spiritual values are more satisfactory. Moths will 
destroy a mink coat and rust corrupt the fine mechanism 
of a watch, but no powers of the earth can shake the peace 
of soul that comes from close living with Christ. Our in- 
vestment increases with the years and we see values more 
clearly with the coming of every decade. 


The Parson’s Part 


My mother told me years ago, before I acquired my 
“Mrs.” degree, that if I expected my husband to be a success 
in his profession, whatever that profession might be, he 
would not have time to be a maid in the home. As I grow 
older and wiser, I see more clearly how very true this is. 
One of the current criticisms of the ministers is that they 
perform too many domestic tasks. Unfortunately, few 
churches are equipped with a church study, and the pastor 
must spend more time about the home than any other man. 
It is so easy to break in upon his study to ask for a little 
help here or there. In this age of keen competition there 
is no tomorrow for the work that must be done today. The 
ministry is as important as any business; therefore, the 
pastor’s study hours should be regular and sacred. The in- 
efficient pastor is a poor manager and wastes many pro- 
ductive hours in menial tasks. 

I have devoted a short section to the ministers’ wives. 
Many of these ideas may be old and trite, but they bear 
repeating and a little thought. 

A minister’s wife should not be the congregational boss, 
neither should she be its slave. It is better for the peace of 
the congregation and the peace of the home if she hold no 
office in any organization. If she does, here is one of the 
very best opportunities for jealousy and criticism to take 
root. Should a pastor’s wife become too active in the work 
of the parish, her departure leaves no one in charge to carry 
on the work with which she alone is familiar. The mem- 
bers of the church should be trained and educated in the 


* This article reached Tue Lutueran through the kindness of a member 
of the Lutheran Ministers’ Association of the West Central District of 
the Indiana Synod. 


various activities of the congregation. The pastor’s wife is 
a co-worker with the other members of the church. 

She should be friendly and interested in the lives of the 
people, share their joys and sorrows. The spirit manifested 
by her is reflected in the flock. She needs to be helpful in 
everything of the church if its people are to show the same 
spirit. If she is not willing to'help with a church supper, 
how can she expect other women to come to the church and 
show the proper spirit? 


A Quintet of Don’ts 

Don’t cry poverty or pity yourself to your members. They 
know your circumstances and admire your courage and 
silence in making the best of conditions. 

Don’t gossip, no matter how juicy the bit may be. 

Don’t impose upon your members. 

Don’t talk about yourself, your aches and pains, your 
children, or tell all the family plans and projects. That’s 
your business. Your private life is your own. 

A minister’s wife can make or break her husband. In no 
other profession does the conduct of the wife so closely 
affect her husband as in the ministry. If the truth were 
known, behind many frequent moves from parish to parish, 
is the indiscretion of a wife. 

Don’t crave the limelight. Your husband has a corner 
on that right, you are his shadow, his inspiration and com- 
forter, the power behind the throne, as it were. Don’t be 
his rival. It is necessary that your husband be the more 
popular if he is to succeed. A pastor must not be called 
because the congregation likes his wife. 

It is my opinion—and I may stand alone in this—that every 
pastor’s wife should belong to one organization outside of 
the church. She should choose the organization carefully 
and wisely, for I think that in this matter she may consider 
her own likes and dislikes alone. A woman’s club of pro- 
fessional men’s wives can give her contact with her com- 
munity and the things that other women are doing and 
thinking. It gives her a broader understanding to be with 
other women, as a woman among women. You come home 
to fresh ambitions for your home and church life. I am 
interested in what church women of other denominations 
are doing; and even in club work they talk of their churches. 
I have been surprised to find that club women are re- 
ligious and that religion is studied and considered in their 
programs. At a recent meeting of the Tenth District of 
Federated Clubs of Indiana the predominant thought was, 
“women united together in prayer for our homes, country 
and church.” Somehow, I think that it helps us to keep our 
balance and perspective to get away from the “shop” once 
or twice a month. 


Pastors’ Work Appreciated 

I also believe that the pastor should be interested and 
take part in some community activities and, if possible, be- 
long to an organization of men to meet the men of his com- 
munity as one of them. The minister is the spiritual ad- 
viser of his city, and if men can know him as a man and 
realize that he is like any other human being, they will 
more readily turn to him in time of trouble for advice. 

In no other profession do clients show their appreciation 
for service rendered as in our profession. True, we may 
labor for months and months, many times it is merely to 
run unimportant errands or to make calls that seem to have 
left little impression, but there are peaks in the year when 
our hearts overrun with joy that our labors have not been 
in vain. There is no yardstick by which we can measure 
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the progress made in spiritual matters, but to each of us 
in the span of our active years we are privileged to see lives 
reformed because of their contact with Christ. I do not 
think that numbers should be the standard by which we 
measure our success, but they do indicate over a period of 
years that our efforts have not been in vain and that a few 
more lives are living closer to God than before. 


High Spots of Satisfaction 

Is there any satisfaction compared to the joy of the Christ- 
mas season? Our people remember us with cards, gifts of 
food and even personal gifts as an expression of what our 
presence in their lives has meant in the past year. We say 
that we are not looking for material rewards but we are 
human enough to want to feel that we are appreciated and 
loved by those we serve. Easter is another peak in the 
calendar of our lives. Is there a pastor living whose soul 
does not rejoice after a glorious Easter service? We dare to 
hope that each succeeding year will be a period of closer 
living with the Master on the part of the members of our 
congregation. And then, in the life of each congregation, 
there are the special occasions that mark progress, materially 
and spiritually, when our people show in some concrete 
way that they are back of us and truly appreciate our 
efforts in behalf of their church. 

Many are the little personal experiences that lend color 
to our everyday existence. There is the unexpected wed- 
ding the fee for which often puts a little bulge in a purse 
in need of a little encouragement. Seldom do our farmer 
friends forget us when it is butchering time. The choice 
bits of jam and jelly or pickles at canning time warm the 
cockles of our heart—the realization that someone has re- 
membered us in his or her busy life. You can think of many 
other kindnesses shown that make life really worth living 
and striving for. 

We are a peculiar class of individuals, only as we make 
ourselves peculiar. I don’t want to be picked out of a group 
as a minister’s wife because I am different in looks or too 
pious. I hope to stand out as a strong Christian personality 
because I strive to live close to my Master but haven’t lost 
the common touch. The pastor and his family should be a 
credit to their congregation in their personal appearances. 
No parish is proud of a dowdy pastor or wife. We can make 
the most of what God has given us in our physical endow- 
ment and even improve upon it with a little skill and study. 

We are a privileged group. We have the advantages of 
education and good books, friends and travel, and an en- 
viable social position in any community. In our hands lies 
the power to shape human lives for broader and richer 
horizons because of contact with Christ. 


Selected Objectives 
Many years ago when I was a student of immature judg- 
ment and positive determination, one of the secretaries of 
the Board of Education visited our dormitory and addressed 
the girls. One thought in particular impressed me: she 


 eited the story of friends of hers who in their middle thirties 


took stock of their lives and their ambitions and suddenly 
realized that the short span of life allotted to them would 
never be sufficient for them to realize all their dreams and 
ambitions. So they sat down and made a list of all the things 
that they had dreamed to accomplish; then they went over 
the list and eliminated all but the most important ones. At 
that time it seemed to me that surely, if one planned his 
life efficiently enough, one’s dream of all things could be 
realized. To each one of us this realization comes home 
very forcibly at some time in our lives: we must train our- 
selves to select the important issues and let some of the 
trivial ones go by. Days are not long enough—strength not 
sufficient even for the sturdiest—to spread ourselves over 


all the territory of our dreams and ambitions and see them 
_all mature. The old adage is still true today that if we 
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are jack of all trades we are master of none. Somewhere 
there is a balance—you must strike yours—I mine. 

Summing up our work very briefly: Isn’t our task to live 
closely with our people, know them as human beings, capable 
of love and affection, grief and pain, joy and happiness, as 
we are? They have the same dreams and ambitions, the 
same yearnings for peace of soul and eternal life with our 
Saviour. We have our faults, they have theirs; but we must 
be sold on them—they are the salt of the earth. If you 
sincerely love the people you serve, they will love you. 

The prayer of all classes of people today is, “Oh God, 
show us the way; there is so much that glitters that is not 
genuine, so much confusion and no immediate solution, 
take our hand in Thine and lead us aright.” The scientist 
tries and proves his science; the mechanic understands that 
all parts must be balanced to make the machinery run 
smoothly, so with God—we must help our people to give 
God a chance to prove Himself. Many people do not know 
God because they haven’t lived close enough to Him to get 
acquainted. 


A PASTOR’S CONVICTIONS 


WE Live in “the land of the free and the home of the 
brave,” a land of “rocks and rills,” of “woods and templed 
hills,” of majestic cities, splendid farms, great industries, 
and unsurpassed schools. 

We thank God for all this. But have you ever thought 
of our vaster spiritual resources? Have you ever thought 
how much of this spiritual power is absolutely dormant? 
Even if more of this unused spiritual power would be 
allowed to exert itself in your own life, how much better 
you could be, how many more things you could have, how 
much more you could enjoy living! 

But there is so much out-of-tune with the Infinite and 
this spiritual world. If you really want to enjoy life to its 
fullest, make a full surrender to God. Do it now. Don’t 
wait. Stop ruling your own life. Follow the directions and 
plan of the Holy Spirit. 

Dear Friend, the greatest things in life, the greatest forces 
of life are spiritual, not material or physical. Make your 
life count. Quit fussing and worrying over the transient, 
but anchor to the Eternal. “Seek first the kingdom.” All 
other needs will be abundantly supplied. 

Someone recently said, “Anyone who does not go to 
church or support the church ought to be made to live in 
Russia.” Would you like to live there? 

Well, then, what have you done for or given to the 
church? Do you go to church? If not, why not? Do you 
do church work, or do you let the other person do it? Do 
you walk off from the church service after Sunday school? 
What an inspiration to the pastor this is! Could the church 
exist if everyone were just like you? Now, be honest. No 
“beating around the bush.” 

You need the church. It needs you. It is the greatest 
institution on earth. Being divine, the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against her. Even the future of these United 
States of America depends upon the perpetuation and 
stability of the church. But more than this, for you to rebel 
against the Church of Jesus Christ is soul suicide. 

Support the church by your interest, prayers, service, 
contributions, and life. The church is the cornerstone of 
our own American liberty—By the Rev. Snyder Alleman, 
McConnellsburg, Pa. 


A report from the Philippine Islands indicates that the 
annual distribution of the Bible last year reached a point 
above the combined circulation of all the newspapers on the 
Island. The demand for the Bible now exceeds 125,000 copies 
annually. 
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Spiritual Trends Today—II 


By Dr. M. Epwin Tuomas, Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions 


WE ake limiting our subject to “Spiritual Trends in the 
Missionary World,” and propose to treat this by countries. 

Let us turn first to India. Bishop Pickett in his recent 
book on “Christ’s Way to India’s Heart” presents several 
recommendations in the closing chapter which may well 
serve as a starting point for the discussion of spiritual trends 
in India. These recommendations are not new. They come 
out of the past but point to the future. First he proposes 
that Christian Missions and Churches make every possible 
effort to win all remaining groups of the Depressed Classes 
to Christ. Conservatively speaking, there are at least sixty 
million members of the Depressed Classes in India. In some 
parts of the country, for instance, in the Andhra Desa, as 
many as forty per cent have been brought into the Chris- 
tian Church. In this portion of India it has taken approx- 
imately a century to win one million of them to Christ. 
There are those who feel it probable that an effort worthy 
of the present opportunity should add another million in 
the next ten years. 

The second recommendation is that efforts be made to 
encourage group movements of caste Hindus in every part 
of the country, as they have occurred in some parts of the 
Telugu area. This movement among the caste Hindus has 
unquestionably developed a genuine religious experience 
within the church. Contributing to this movement is the 
witness of many Depressed Class Christians. Bishop Pickett 
cites an instance or two. A head man of a village put it in 
this fashion—“We met many missionaries and Indian min- 
isters who came here preaching, and although we recog- 
nized them as good men, we were not influenced by what 
they said or did; but when the Depressed Classes of our 
village, who for years had been nominal Christians, began 
to exhibit godly characteristics, we became interested at 
once.” Another village headman who had recently been 
converted said, “You could never have won me to Christ. 
But this Depressed group living in our midst proved to us 
that Christ changes people. Irreligious, timid, lazy men and 
women become worshipful, courageous and alert. Animals 
become men. This made me love Jesus Christ.” 


An Important Difference 


In this connection a word should be said about group 
conversions. Rugged individualism has always characterized 


us of the West. But in the East it’s the group. The individual. 


stands for very little apart from his group. He cannot stand 
alone. In the past, missionaries have caused much unneces- 
sary suffering and persecution by failure to recognize this 
fact. Then, too, an individual has less chance of remaining 
true to the Christ apart from his fellows. Special efforts are 
now being made to win groups. This policy insures greater 
permanence. 

The third recommendation is that since increased clean- 
liness of Christians is strongly influencing public opinion 
in favor of Christianity, increased attention be given to the 
teaching of habits of cleanliness. You may not consider 
this a spiritual trend, but you would if you lived in India. 
Cleanliness of Christians in contrast with their former way 
of living has proved to be a great aid to evangelism. 

The fourth recommendation by Bishop Pickett is that 
persistent approaches be made to people of all castes. Hither- 
to several castes have been strongly represented but further 
efforts must be made to gain entrance in other castes. 

The fifth reeommendation is for the Churches and Missions 
to consider ways and means of securing a large increase 
in honorary evangelistic effort by laymen and laywomen. 


The sixth recommendation is that schools be supple- 
mented by non-institutional effort to promote literacy 
among adults and adolescents. Everyone recognizes the 
vital importance of Christians being able to read the Bible 
in their own tongue. The efforts of Dr. Laubach of Yale in 
this connection deserve real commendation. Dr. Manikam, 
who visited us recently, has charge of this department under 
the National Christian Council for India. His task calls for 
our special interest and prayers. 

In closing our review for India we would be recreant to 
our task if we failed to make reference to Mr. Gandhi and 
his influence in making India a better country in which to 
live. Though he is not a Christian, still by virtue of his 
many years of association with Christians, and particularly 
with the Word of God, he has done more, by reason of this 
training, for the moral and spiritual uplift of his people than 
any living soul. He has inspired India with a sense of unity. 
Without resorting to the sword and bloodshed he has gained 
signal victories for his country. Today the cry Swaraj (self 
rule) is not only understood by all but is being enjoyed to 
a great extent. 

But Mr. Gandhi’s greatest triumph is not in the realm 
of politics but in social uplift. His concern for the Depressed 
Classes is manifested in his persuading temple trustees and 
rulers of native states to open the Hindu temples to all. 
While all in authority did not accede, still these were of 
sufficient number to repay him for the effort. To prove to 
the leaders of India that he, Mr. Gandhi, had risen above 
caste prejudice he arranged for a girl of the Depressed peo- 
ple to work in his home. There are those who aver that 
Mr. Gandhi, though a confessed Hindu, has exemplified the 
spirit of the Golden Rule and the Sermon on the Mount 
better than most avowed followers of the Way. 


What Spiritual Trends in JapanP 


Japan has always been a difficult country in which to 
gauge spiritual growth. Her people look with more or less 
suspicion upon any effort to get at the truth. This is doubly 
so today and ever since Japan began her undeclared war 
in China. Worship of the Emperor is receiving new impetus. 
His picture is required to be placed in all school buildings. 
The principal of a-school is not granted the privilege of 
deciding where the picture is to be hung. This important 
decision.must be made by a committee of public-spirited 
gentlemen. Each time the picture is passed, no matter who 
the person may be, he or she must bow. 

In spite of this and other similar handicaps there are sev- 
eral matters to which we can refer with pride. The first 
is that Christianity is now recognized as one of the leading 
religions in Japan. Theoretically it has the same standing 
in the eyes of government as Shintoism and Buddhism. 

In the second place, Japan, together with certain other 
countries, is making a distinctive Christian contribution to 
the regeneration of village or rural life. The Madras report 
states that this is being made in three ways: 

1. Through Christian individuals, such as Kagawa, who 
is carrying Christian vision and spirit into larger social 
movements, co-operatives, mass education and rural recon- 
struction. 

2. Through an increasing number of Christian institu- 
tions, educational, medical and social, which are conducting 
experiments and demonstrations in various aspects of rural 
rebuilding. 

8. Through the rural church as a Christian society within 
the rural community. The great possibilities of the rural 


church or congregation itself as a center of a new rural life 


are just beginning to be appreciated. 

Behind any worthwhile movement there is always a 
dominant personality. The present hero of the Japan Church 
is Toyohiko Kagawa. Space and time do not permit of much 
eulogy, but of this man William Axling, author of a volume 


on Kagawa, writes, “Toyohiko Kagawa still stands ‘at the 


floodtide of life. Richer and riper years lie in the womb 
of the future. This flaming spirit-son of the mystic East— 
his message bursting eruptive and glowing out of the depths 
of a great soul, and his adventurous life, fling out a ringing 
challenge to the world which has grown cold and cynical 
and is merely marking time.” Just at present Kagawa and 
his activities are restricted by the Japanese Government, 
since he is an ardent pacifist. We can rest assured as soon 
as the war is over that he will be back at his work. In the 
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meantime he has opportunity to write books, for which 
he has great gifts, 


Korea 

The Christian Church in Korea continues in the limelight 
in spite of the many repressive measures placed upon it by 
the Japan Government. In conversation with a friend re- 
cently he stated that the Church in Korea is distinguished 
for three outstanding characteristics. They are: 1. Devotion 
to the Bible. 2. Liberality. 3. Passion for Evangelism. As 
these facts have frequently been proclaimed, there is no need 
for amplification here. One cannot refrain from observing 
in passing that the possessing of these three characteristics 
would put any church, individual or national, in an en- 
viable position. 

(To be concluded next week) 


CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 


By SECRETARY W. H. Greever, D.D. 


THE Conference of Presidents of the constituent synods 
of the United Lutheran Church in America met at the ap- 
pointed hour in the Penn-Harris Hotel in Harrisburg, Pa., 
December 5, 1939. Thirty of the thirty-one presidents at- 
tended the sessions. The president of the Canada Synod, 
Dr. Reble, was prevented from attending, as he had planned, 
by the death and funeral of a prominent member of his 
church. 

The opening devotional service was conducted by Dr. 
Henry J. Black, president of the Georgia Synod. Other 
devotional services were conducted at the opening of each 
session by Dr. Joseph Sittler, president of the Ohio Synod; 
the Rev. Calvin F. Stickles, president of the Michigan 
Synod; the Rev. R. R. Belter, president of the Wartburg 
Synod; Dr. J. C. Hershey, president of the Nebraska Synod; 
and the Rev. J. L. Sawyer, president of the Pacific Synod. 

The topical program was followed, with one important 
subject after another introduced by an appointed leader and 
followed by general discussion. The character of the meet- 
ing as a conference without legislative power was observed 
strictly, but the consensus of opinion was expressed, usually 
by resolution, on each important point for consideration of 
such bodies as do have legislative power in the matters 
involved. 

Synodical Conventions and Problems 

The first topic, “Synodical Conventions,” was presented 
for discussion by Dr. Sittler. First, consideration was given 
to the questions pertaining to representation by the U. L. 
C. A. at meetings of the constituent synod. The discussion 
included even the question of whether any official represen- 
tation at all is needed or desired by the synods. The dis- 


cussion resulted in the adoption of the following resolution: 


“That representation to synods by a single official represen- 
tative be continued and an expression of appreciation of 
the arrangement be communicated to the Executive Board.” 
It was generally agreed that the presentation of causes or 
policies of the U. L. C. A. be regarded as an informational 
report of the U. L. C. A. on the co-operative work of the 
Church as a section of the business of the synod itself. 

The second item under this topic was the election of dele- 
gates to U. L. C. A. conventions. A committee was appointed 
to report on this matter, following general discussion. That 


~ committee, composed of Dr. J. J. Scherer of Virginia, Dr. 


Joseph Sittler of Ohio, and Dr. H. H. Bagger of Pittsburgh, 
reported to the fourth session and the following recom- 
mendations were adopted for reference to the Executive 


(1) That there be no limitations as to the number of times 
a delegate may be elected; 

(2) That the methods of election employed shall in no 
sense foster conference but rather synodical rep- 
resentation and that our synods guard against the 
surrender of their constitutional right as the electing 
bodies. 

These two recommendations were based upon recognition, 
in the preamble of the report, of the constitutional statement 
of the U. L. C. A.: “Each synod shall choose its delegates 
in such manner as it may deem proper,” to be construed 
and applied in accord with the character and purpose of 
U. L. C. A. conventions as stated by the committee: “The 
convention of the U. L. C. A. is not primarily a training 
school for the delegates but is a gathering of the ablest 
leaders of the Church for the purposes laid down in Article 
VI of the Constitution of the U. L. C. A.” 

The general topic of synodical problems was presented 
by the Rev. H. A. Anspach, president of the California 
Synod. Free and full discussion followed on such questions 
as “Intersynodical Transfers of Ministers,” “The Status of 
the Ordained Ministers of the U. L. C. A. in Forms of Serv- 
ice” (a tabulated classification), and “Congregational Con- 
stitutions.” 

Out of the discussion of these matters the following was 
proposed and adopted by motion: “That it is the sense of 
this Conference that an effort should be made to have each 
congregation in the U. L. C. A. make a re-study of the 
constitution under which it is now working in the light 
of the Model Constitution suggested by the Executive Board 
of the United Lutheran Church in America.” 


Pensions 


The subject of pensions, with special reference to pro- 
posed plans for the expansion of the present system now in 
force in the U. L. C. A., was introduced by President Bagger 
of the Pittsburgh Synod. In the discussion which followed 
the sentiment was generally expressed that the pension 
system of the U. L. C. A. should be kept free from insurance 
features and that funds for increased pensions should be 
realized from voluntary contributions for equal payment to 
all pensioners. Two motions were made and carried with 
reference to pensions: 

(1) That a request be made to the Board of Ministerial 
Pensions and Relief, through the Executive Board, 
that a list of all pensioners in a particular synod be 
sent regularly to the president of the synod for in- 
formation and verification; and 
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(2) That Dr. Bagger be requested to prepare a statement 
of his suggested voluntary contribution plan for pas- 
tors and to submit the statement to the special com- 
mittee of the U. L. C. A. on pensions. 


100 Per Cent Apportionment 

The special effort to secure 100 per cent payment of ap- 
portionments, as proposed and approved by the Baltimore 
Convention, was brought to the attention of the Conference 
by Dr. Bagger. Full explanation was given of the procedure 
of the Executive Board on this matter and of the present 
status of the movement. It was moved and carried to ex- 
press approval of the report of the committee of the Ex- 
ecutive Board, and of the action of the Executive Board 
in the adoption of that report. That report, as adopted by 
the Executive Board, provides for a working committee 
from the Laymen’s Movement for direct contact with all 
congregations of the Church. 


Agreements with the American Lutheran Church 

In presenting the information that the commissions rep- 
resenting the American Lutheran Church and the United 
Lutheran Church in America have reached agreement on 
the three subjects which were named at the beginning of 
their conferences as conditions to official church fellowship, 
and that the statements of agreement would be presented 
to the 1940 conventions of the two bodies, Dr. Knubel gave 
a full statement of negotiations and discussions with the 
present condition of the whole Lutheran Church in the 
world as a most impressive background. A full session was 
given to the discussion of Lutheran relationships from the 
standpoint of the U. L. C. A., and the free expression of 
opinion on all questions involved was encouraged in antic- 
ipation of the consideration of the report of the commission 
to the 1940 convention. 


War Emergencies 

The subject of war emergencies was introduced by Pres- 
ident Hamsher of the Central Pennsylvania Synod under 
two main heads: (1) Service to orphaned missions and 
war sufferers; and (2) the question of conscientious objec- 
tions to personal participation in war. 

In connection with the first item information was given 
concerning great foreign mission fields belonging to European 
Lutheran churches which are again without men and money 
on account of war, assuring the Conference that the Lu- 
theran World Convention through available agencies had 
taken immediate action for aid to such missions and that 
the whole matter is well in hand. It was pointed out, how- 
ever, that probably no less than $100,000 would be needed 


from Lutherans in America for this cause alone within the 


next six months. Assurance was given also that the matter 
of relief for war-sufferers was receiving efficient attention 
with readiness to respond to every appeal as channels are 
opened. For this service no amount could be estimated. The 
following resolution was adopted: 
“That, in view of the need for relief for sufferers in 
war-stricken areas and in view of the emergency in 
Lutheran foreign mission fields deprived of leadership 
and support by war, the Church co-operate whole- 
heartedly with the Lutheran World Convention in its 
plans for assistance.” 

The case of “conscientious objectors” was discussed at 
length and with marked seriousness. The following resolu- 
tion was adopted: “That this Conference recommends that 
the Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. be requested to 
formulate a statement on conscientious objection to war 
service.” 


Plans of Promotion 
The subject, “Plans of Promotion,’ was presented by 
President A. J. Traver of the Maryland Synod. A review 
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was given of the Plan Book for Pastors and of the Confer- 
ences of Church Councilmen in 1939. The Conferences of 
Church Councilmen were considered quite successful, due 
in large measure to the co-operative support given to them 
by the presidents of synods. Concerning plans for promo- 
tion in 1940 the following action by the Committee of Board 
Secretaries under the chairmanship of President Knubel 
was reported: “After much discussion it was decided to 
hold meetings in 1940 for the Youth of the Church to which 
are to be invited the pastor and a representative from the 
church council, using as far as possible the Conference set- 
ups. The whole matter was referred back to the Committee 
with instructions to invite representatives of the auxiliaries, 
the Parish and Church School Board, and the Publication 
Board as advisory members, and in the light of discussion 
to formulate a program to submit to the next meeting 
(January 2, 1940).” 

The Conference received, for the consideration of the 
synods, a commendation of the plan of “Church Workers’ 
Institutes” followed for several years by the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. Samples of parish bulletins now in use by 
two or more synods in co-operative production were pre- 
sented and the following motion was carried: “That we 
request the Board of Publication to consider the publication 
of a church-wide weekly bulletin cover.” 


Linguistic Problems 

The linguistic problems of the Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica were presented by President Pfatteicher of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania in the form of eleven concise and 
analytical statements which embraced racial as well as 
linguistic problems. They presented also certain historical 
data and a review of attitudes and policies. After discussion 
the following resolution was adopted: “That we petition 
the Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church to 
recommend to the Church that it set up a Commission on 
Linguistic Work.” 


Ecclesiastical Vestments 

The subject of ecclesiastical vestments was introduced by 
President Turney of the Indiana Synod with special refer- 
ence to the report on the subject released recently by the 
Common Service Book Committee. Particular points in 
that report were discussed, together with implications, but 
no action was taken on the matter. 

The Conference was conducted by President F. H. Knubel, 
and the secretary of the Church served as secretary for 
three of the five sessions. President A. J. Traver of the 
Maryland Synod served as secretary of the final sessions 
from which the regular secretary was excused that he might 
attend the opening of the “School for Statistical Secretaries.” 
The Conference occupied no less than fifteen hours of 
intensive work. 


MARTIN LUTHER 


By Emmanuel Hoover, York, Pa. 


Lutuer! In this dark age of doubt and fear, 

Amid the dire complacency of all our lives, 

We need a voice, a spirit and a mind like thine; 

We need courageous men to face this uncourageous time. 
Thy voice didst sound through all the earth 

As doth the roaring and the surging of the sea. 

Thy mind didst flash to earth the truths of God, 

And from those truths there sprang religion free. 

Thy spirit didst upset an easy age, 

And showed to men, confused in mind, the Christ of Galilee. 
Our world today doth lack great men like thee; 

Small minds are at the helm; and forth they pour 
Through all the earth the elements of strife and war. 

We need today a voice, a spirit and a mind like thine. 


A DUAL CITIZENSHIP 


By W.H. Blancke, D.D., Newton, Iowa 


THE prophecy is made in Rev. 11: 15 that “The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever.” Whatever 
the interpretation of time and place of this prophecy may 
be, the thought is in perfect harmony with the ultimate 
triumph of the church and her victorious Christ. 

The question arises: How shall this be brought about? 
Undoubtedly, the redeemed of God, as co-laborers with 
Him, shall be the agents of this glorious consummation. 
Claims and attempts have been made in days gone by. Let 
us look at some of them. 

The Roman Catholic Church claims that the pope is the 
head of the church. He claims authority over all earthly 
princes and potentates as well as over the church. Thus the 
kingdoms of this world are to become “the kingdoms of our 
Lord and His Christ.” A great host of people refuse to 
accept the legitimacy of the claim, since it contradicts 
Christ’s own gracious promise: “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even to the end of the world.” 

At the time of the Reformation an attempt was made to 
set up a theocratic form of government and thus bring the 
prophecy to a realization. In the Reformed churches there 
is still manifested a tendency to have the church dominate 
the state or have church and state combined. A serious 
reaction has set in more recently where the state tries to 
dominate the church. 


The Lutheran View 

The Lutheran Church has always held that the earthly 
governments are established by God’s own authority and 
that the church constitutes the spiritual kingdom of Christ 
on earth. The Christian citizen has thus a twofold re- 
lationship, as Jesus indicated, when He said: “Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto 
God the things that are God’s.” This has found concrete 
expression in the Constitution of our country in the “Sep- 
aration of Church and State.” Both state and church, being 
the creatures of God, it is unthinkable that the principles 
and laws of the two should ever seriously conflict, if rightly 
understood and administered. The state cannot impose laws 
upon the church for her spiritual life and conduct. The 
ehurch cannot impose upon the state laws and regulations 
that belong solely to the spiritual realm. 

A dual citizenship is not admitted among the various 
nations of the world, for duties and privileges would very 
naturally conflict. But a Christian citizen may be a citizen 
of an earthly kingdom and at the same time a citizen of 
the kingdom of Him Who confessed: “My kingdom is not 
of this world.” The Christian owes obedience to the state 
in which he lives, unless the laws of the state conflict with 
the laws of God. The Christian citizen has the same rights 
and privileges as every other citizen. This is pre-eminently 
true in a democracy as our own, where all citizens are on an 


equality. The pastor of a church, or a lay representative, 


should never take advantage, by virtue of his position, to 
dominate mere moral or civic matters of the state. As a 
citizen he has just as much right to a voice in public affairs 
as a lawyer, doctor or any other citizen. It is not always 
easy to keep the twofold relationship clear. Thé law of our 
land makes no distinction. 


Still Christian 


Of course, this does not mean that a Christian citizen is to 


i leave his Christian principles at home when he goes to the 


polls to vote. He dare not forget that the God of the church 
is also the God of the state; and a child of God must be 


- loyal to Him in both realms. A citizen of the state is bound 
by civil laws: that, of course, includes common morals. A 
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man may be a good citizen and may not be a Christian. A 
Christian must also be a good citizen. He should be a better 
citizen because he is a Christian, for as such his life is 
dominated by higher spiritual principles. The Christian 
citizen’s life will commend itself to thinking people every- 
where and will persuade them to adopt the Christian way 
of living. The more faithfully the Christian observes his 
duties to the state the sooner will the state become Chris- 
tian, or the “Kingdom of our Lord and his Christ.” 

The Augsburg Confession does consider it lawful for a 
Christian to take a civic office and assume the various duties 
and responsibilities of a citizen of the state; but it might 
have gone further, to make it a duty of every member of 
the church to become an active participant in all the activ- 
ities incumbent upon a loyal citizen. It seems to me that 
the sooner this is done the sooner the prophecy in Rev. 
11: 15 will become a reality. 


In the World 


The old monastic idea that the highest Christian perfec- 
tion means the withdrawal from the world is not in har- 
mony with our Lord’s great prayer, when He asks the 
Father (John 17: 15, 16): “I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as 1 
am not of the world.” And in verse 18: “As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even so have I sent them into the world.” 
Christ came into the world to save the world. Christ sent 
His disciples into the world that the world might be saved. 
The final objective is that the “kingdoms of this world” 
shall “become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ.” 
When Christian people will bring their saved personality 
into the unsaved states of the earth as active, saving factors, 
then only will the states become Christian. What is the 
trouble today with the nominally Christian nations? The 
lack of love, the unholy ambition of a few, and the greed 
of gain for money and land has plunged the world into this 
hell of war. This could never have happened if the church 
had been faithful to her high and holy calling: to be “living 
epistles of Christ.” Instead of counseling Christian people 
to remain outside of civic activities, I would urge every 
preacher and layman alike to exercise the rights and priv- 
ileges of citizenship to the best of their ability to save our 
own nation and to hasten the glorious time long foretold. 


ORTHODOXY AND ORTHOPRAXY 


Is THE word “orthopraxy” going to be recognized as an 
English word in good standing? We do not know; but we 
think it may claim a place along with orthodoxy, which 
means true doctrine, while orthopraxy means true practice 
or conduct. That is, orthopraxy is conduct that is consistent 
with truth. An editorial in the Nashville Christian Advocate 
makes this good use of this unusual word: 

“The objection will inevitably persist that the discrimina- 
tion of a religion about Jesus and the religion of Jesus is 
an attempt to make a distinction without a difference. But 
unfortunately the illustrations are too abundant that ortho- 
doxy as to doctrine has existed along with heterodoxy as to 
practice in many sincere but mistaken churchmen... . 

“To avoid unnecessary misunderstanding, I will say again 
that doctrines are necessary to thinking human beings, but 
there has been a misplaced emphasis on orthodoxy to the 
neglect of orthopraxy. If more stress had been placed on 
the religion of Jesus, and the Christlike spirit and conduct, 
the doctrines would have been saner and truer and freer 
from a lopsidéd emphasis.” 

Sometimes we Lutherans are accused of inconsistency 
because we eulogize our fidelity to our confessions without 
underwriting the extension of them in the world. 
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eACROSS THE ‘DESK 


IN THESE days when the radio sponsor encourages half- 
hour periods which are filled with questions and answers, 
and when American curiosity or ignorance (we do not know 
which to call it) has created a market for all sorts of queries, 
we have with some difficulty resisted the temptation to ask 
one or two questions of our own. One of them seeks infor- 
mation about the origin of a very inelegant sentence used 
to repress impatience, to guard one’s temper, or to avoid 
creating a disturbance. It reads, “Now keep your shirt on.” 
Why was that garment chosen for a strictly temperamental 
situation? 

We are wondering whether the expression arose in days 
gone by when fists were weapons of argument and debaters 
resorted to nature’s weapons to demonstrate loyalty to their 
convictions. And is a shirt preferable to an umbrella in 
registering approval of appeasement? 


In the Interest of Information 

AN enjoyable pre-Christmas party has been put away 
among our recollections of 1939, chiefly because one item 
on its program was a well-devised series of “Information 
Please” questions and answers. The origins, connections 
and significance of Christmas customs, carols and traditions 
supplied the queries. The company was divided into two 
sides and alternately addressed by the “master of cere- 
monies.” The guests by their answers won the approval of 
the committee that compiled the items, but first praise be- 
longed to the persons that collected the information needed 
to frame the inquiries. 

We can remember when games were popular that called 
for information in the fields of biography, history, literature 
and the Bible. A package of printed cards on which ques- 
tions and answers appeared, was the only equipment needed 
and any number of persons could participate. It would seem 
to us that a few minutes might be profitably allotted to some 
adaptation of “True or False,” “Information Please,” or plain 
Questions and Answers. The field of queries would be the 
Bible or the Sunday school lesson or the Catechism. 


Given a Book to Read 


In ouR comment under the above title, we stress the words 
to read and then continue with the statement that among 
our friends is one who gives us a book as a Christmas pres- 
ent. This has become an annual custom and our library is 
the richer by half a dozen volumes received from him. 

Books as Christmas gifts have long been the easy solution 
of the question, “What shall I give?” but what we are com- 
menting upon is “a book to read.” To make that sort of 
present the donor must first be endowed with a taste for 
reading that has been indulged to the extent of making him 
(the giver) on the alert for new volumes and an authority 
on their contents. He must also be a regular person and 
not a specialist and decidedly not a faddist. He thus escapes 
the error of over-complimenting the recipient or exhibiting 
his own narrowed channel of interest. What we seek to 
say is that giving one’s friend a book to read is an art. 

Where the donor is capable, the donee is indeed fortunate. 
He knows the volume that has reached him has qualities of 
merit that enabled it to pass the tests of a real judge of books. 
Incidentally, he takes on a bit of self-confidence, knowing 
that his friend might have given him a box of something 
to eat and thus avoided challenging his mental capacities. 


Toward the Southern Cross 
Tue LuTHERAN hopes that this year’s Epiphany season will 
first inform the United Lutheran Church about its work in 
South America and follow this by exciting permanent in- 
terest in supporting and extending the enterprises which we 


have accepted for performance. Appreciation of the under- 
taking involves discernment of the job that confronts Lu- 
theranism on that continent. While it is in charge of our 
Board of Foreign Missions it is quite different from what is 
done by our missionaries in Japan, China, India, and Liberia. 

In the above-named fields, the missionary seeks to displace 
a false type of religion and to fill the void with the worship 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The most ancient cults are en- 
countered, such as Shintoism, Confucianism, Buddhism and 
what is oldest of all, a nature worship commonly called 
Animism. And since these non-Christian faiths have ex- 
isted for centuries, they have borrowed from each other; 
they have changed through compromises and adaptations; 
they have adjusted themselves to races and to individuals. 
But none of them is based directly and definitely on the love 
of God for sinful man, and all of them can be challenged 
with the divine grace which is the power of God unto sal- 
vation. There is an element of nationalism or regard for 
race which exists among Christians as well as among pagans. 
But in other respects, the missionary must convert rather 
than correct. The Gospel must regenerate the hearer rather 
than renew his faith and recall him to loyalty. 

Of course in all Christian work, the gospel is directed 
toward rescuing lost souls from the penalty of their sins, 
but in Argentina those among whom our missionaries work 
are not of pagan backgrounds. They are foreign in the sense 
of government and with reference to language, which is 
Spanish or Portuguese or Italian. But what Christianity 
must first expel and then replace is not so much a false 
religion as a false philosophy. In India it is polytheism that 
is attacked; in Argentina, the inefficiency of Roman Cathol- 
icism has resulted in the loss of faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the descent into materialism, mysticism, or the 
mechanical practises by which an external connection with 
the Catholic worship is maintained. The practical result is 
an atheism fatal to salvation in Christ and destructive of 
the valuation of human life that truly accepted Christianity 
bestows. 

Latin America, that is, the Western Hemisphere below 
the Rio Grande River, was settled by Spaniards, Portuguese 
and recently by Italians. Excepting a sprinkling of Germans 
in Brazil and in Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay the 
Roman Catholic Church has been for three centuries in 
undisputed control of the people. The loss of confidence in 
the’ Vatican, its hierarchy and its practises have created a 
most difficult problem of evangelism. But the Gospel must 
again be proclaimed as evangelical groups proclaim it, and 
our own among them. The Board of Foreign Missions uses 
THE LUTHERAN to evoke your interest and support. The 
month of January is particularly assigned to this cause. 


Peace Proclamations 


DeceMBER 23 and 24, 1939, were given at least temporary 
distinction by being the dates on which two applications of 
the Scriptures’ words about peace were made from widely 
separated sources. President Roosevelt issued a popular 
message in connection with the announcement of a personal 
ambassador to the Vatican, and Pius XII af his Christmas 
reception of cardinals made an address that contained a five- 
point proposal for ending European wars. Either announce- 
ment by itself would have had widespread publicity. The 
combination was unique, startling, challenging. 

We personally confess to some confusion of thought as 
we listened to the radio and read the papers on the days 
when these two proclamations were in the foreground. 
Twice broadcasters said that of the two billion two hundred 
million (2,200,000,000) inhabitants of the earth, one billion 
six hundred million (1,600,000,000) are engaged in war. 


: 
; 
; 


Pr. 


Of this disheartening total, the Chinese-Japan struggle has 
the largest segment but by including the entire populations 
of the British Commonwealth of Nations, of France and 
her colonies, of Russia, Germany and Finland, the huge 
percentage sounded true. But it seems a trifle late in the 
turmoil to set up the proposals for peace that were expressed 
at Washington, D. C., and in Vatican City. 

One notes, however, that President Roosevelt has several 
times made known the American position relative to resort 
to war by European nations. He has offered his “good 
offices” to Germany, England and France and he has de- 
nounced the invasion of Finland by Soviet Russia. Pius XII 
was sincerely and deeply grieved by the outbreak of fighting 
last September and his hope of speedy peace seems to be 
slight since he directed his address to a final and permanent 
readjustment of international relations rather than to terms 
for the cessation of existent hostilities. It seems clear that 
the points called for by His Holiness are such as may be 
offered by the victors in this struggle, if existent hatreds 
are dissolved, and altruism supersedes national desires and 
the sense of gross injury that has led Germany to rally 
behind Fuehrer Hitler. 

The propositions of Pius XII remind one of those which 
were offered by Woodrow Wilson and which the Central 
Powers mistakenly believed were the basis of the armistice. 
There is no reason to expect a more favorable reception for 
them because they originated in the Vatican. The informa- 
tion at our disposal does not lead us to conclude that Pius 
XII’s career in Germany as Nuncio, nor his diplomacy as 
Cardinal Pacelli were such as would incline them to super- 
confidence in him beyond what would be advantageous to 
the Vatican. 

Passing the Buck 

WHat seems to us a major fault in the issuance of what 
amounts to joint peace propositions from Vatican City and 
Washington is the opportunity to dodge responsibility that 
is offered. With reference to Germany, any nation that has 
embraced a policy of neutrality should realize that the 
percentage of downright fools within the Reich is not ex- 
cessive as compared with other nationalities. They placed 
Mr. Hitler in the position of Fuehrer in order to regain for 
themselves that of which they were deprived by the Treaty 
of Versailles. It was not to protect him that they adopted 
the policy of aggression that has distinguished National 
Socialism since 1933. They desired to emerge from what 
they are calling their years of humiliation. We can think 
anything we like as to the conditions to which they have 
submitted under Mr. Hitler, but we should not assume that 
protecting him from abuse is the main reason for their 
present conduct. They have deliberately chosen to sub- 
stitute war for negotiations. France and England have 
clearly recognized that state of mind and determined upon 
measures that will make Germany unable to continue the 
resort to war. 

When one looks the situation squarely in the face; when 
he gives at least some valuation to Russia’s participation; 
when the conditions in the Orient are appraised; and when, 


after all these have been faced, a neutral or the head of 


what is only a spiritual regime offers terms of settlement, 
the practical propriety of such offers at this time is subject 
to grave question. 

If of course it is only a Christmas-tide gesture, some- 
thing wherein the advantages of peace, the wastage of war 
and the humanity of Jesus Christ are recognized, one can 
only give approval. Everyone wants peace. But beyond a 
gesture with perhaps the thought of a seat at some future 
peace negotiations, the war is not affected. 


Envoy to Vatican Unjustified 
Tue LUTHERAN can see no justification in complicating 
the national policies of the United States as a neutral by 
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appointing a personal envoy to meet Pius XII and confer 
with him relative to peace. The United States is not at 
war with the pope nor is the pope at war with any European 
nation. The contemporary call for the president of the 
Federal Council of Churches and the president of the 
Association of American Rabbis might be described as the 
outsides of a sandwich of which Myron C. Taylor is the 
meat, but if that is the case the outsides are quite too thin 
to be acceptable. There is not a particle of reason for the 
exertion of American influence upon European chancellors 
by way of the voice and position of the pope. Still less 
has the president of the Federation of Churches the prerog- 
ative to tell Mr. Roosevelt what Protestant denominations 
are entirely capable of bringing to his notice “on their own.” 
And can you figure what Dr. Adler’s participation in a 
conference would contribute by way of peace, with Anti- 
Semitism at its present state of virulence in Europe? 

THE LUTHERAN speaks for a group of Americans whose 
loyalty to their country is second to none, and this includes 
the proper regard for him who has been elected President 
of the United States. We are one of a number of com- 
munions on this Western Continent whose fathers fled 
from a combination of church and state in Europe. As a 
generation we are the inheritors of a tradition of democracy 
that we look upon as essential to our government, and which 
is implemented separating church and state. 

In recent years a great deal has been heard and read in 
America about tolerance and about sectarianism. Also in 
recent months certain hitherto unprecedented acts by Mr. 
Roosevelt’s government have occurred in which discrim- 
ination toward the Vatican figured. The appointment of Mr. 
Taylor can have no significance in relation to the achieve- 
ment of European peace. It can, however, be a part in a 
series of steps that will establish an embassy in Vatican 
City and in return add an ambassador from Vatican City 
to the diplomatic corps in Washington. 

If Mr. Roosevelt interprets the objections to such an act 
as intolerance, he is mistaken. The principles of our gov- 
ernment do not admit of such an arrangement. We are 
opposed to it not as Lutherans nor as Protestants, but as 
American citizens. 

If Mr. Roosevelt believes the present situation in Europe 
provides him with the opportunity to satisfy what have 
undoubtedly been sincere and frequent requests by Cath- 
olics to establish diplomatic relations with the Vatican, we 
believe he misinterprets the attitude of his fellow citizens. 
We do not expect them to be or to become acquiescent in 
such an act of opportunism. 
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THE SHOME (CIRCLE 


O blessed Babe divine, 
What offerings shall we give Thee? 
The gold of faith be Thine, 
For we will still believe Thee. 
O fill our eager hearts 
With Thy refreshing grace, 
And make them fit to be 
Thy chosen dwelling place. 


Let frankincense aspire, 

Pure sighs of sweetest savor, 
Which pine with fond desire 

To find Thy gracious favor. 
O make them purer yet, 

And send Thy Spirit down; 
The altar of our hearts 

With holy fire to crown. 


ABOUT FRANKINCENSE 


From very early times frankincense has 
played a prominent part in religious 
celebrations among the people of certain 
creeds. We read that the Wise Men of- 
fered gold, frankincense, and myrrh to 
the infant Jesus in the manger at Beth- 
lehem, but not many of us know what it 
is or where it comes from. 

Frankincense is a fragrant resin ob- 
tained from a certain species of the Bos- 
wellia tree and was used by ancient phy- 
sicians as a sort of cure-all medicine. 

The island of Socotra—a floating part 
of the African continent—furnished the 
bulk of frankincense used in early times, 
but now the greater amount comes from 
the Warsangli country in Somaliland. The 
Socotrans called frankincense “Tee-lee-ah.” 
The trees from which this fragrant resin 
is obtained look wonderfully like giant 
sea serpents in the act of shedding their 
skins. The boles of these trees are livid 
and blotchy looking and bits of white peel 
hang from the stems. The fiber is so dis- 
tended with a viscous sap that it resembles 
decaying animal flesh more than anything 
else, but the fragrance of the balsam which 
greets the nostrils at once overcomes the 
sensation of distaste which the first view 
of the “Tee-lee-ah” trees occasion. 

Nearly every one in Socotra owns a cer- 
tain number of frankincense trees, and 
the gathering of their harvest is very in- 
teresting. About June of each year, which 
is usually about a month after the rains 
begin, the men, women, and children go 
out among the trees and give the bole 
of each one about a dozen long, deep 
gashes with a sharp knife. The blade of 
the knife is turned in the lower end of 
each gash so as to form a sort of pocket 
or sack for the sap to collect and harden in. 

In about a month the people go out again 
and collect the hard lumps of amber and 
white resin which have formed in the shape 
of tears. Then fresh gashes are cut in the 
bark, and in another month the collectors 
go out again. 

A frankincense tree in Socotra yields 
about eight pounds of fragrant resin in a 
season and is usually sold to an Arab trader 


By Mrs. W. L. HUNTON 


EPIPHANY—MANIFESTATION 


“ARISE, SHINE: FOR THY LIGHT IS 
COME AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD 


IS RISEN UPON THEE.” 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
. . to wor- 
.. They presented unto him gifts: 


Judea ... There came wise men . 
ship him. “. 
gold and frankincense and myrrh.” 


for ten cents a pound. A tree in Somali- 
land produces about twice as much and 
the product is twice as valuable. 

A full-grown Boswellia or Tee-lee-ah 
is about twenty feet high and only from 
eight to ten inches in diameter at the 
broadest part of the trunk.—Exchange. 


WHAT SHALL I RENDER 
UNTO THE LORD? 


In THE Bible there is the story of one 
who wanted to make an offering of a cer- 
tain spot hallowed by blessed experiences 
and memories unto the Lord, so he sought 
to buy it. The owner, a devout man, 
wanted to give the piece of land, seeing 
that it was to be dedicated to the God of 
all the earth, but the gift was refused. 
“T will not give unto the Lord that which 
costs me nothing,” was the sturdy reply. 
How much that story means to those who 
have the same high character about the 
gift to God. In the days when Israel pros- 
pered spiritually the firstlings of the flock, 
the unblemished, the best, were presented 
unto the Lord, but when the people grew 
careless they brought the lame and the 
defective animals to the altar, and God 
was not pleased with their offerings. 

So it is with Christians, young and old 
today. Sacrifice must be made, and it must 
be something that costs. To give God the 


And myrrh, too, we prepare, 
Our bitter tribulation: 

Such grief as Thou didst bear 
For us and our salvation. 

Be strength and courage ours 
In toil and tears and pain, 

With Thee to wear the yoke, 
The cross with Thee sustain. 


So, all of ours is Thine, 

Each hope and thought and feeling. 
Come blessed Babe divine, 

Thyself in us revealing. 
To Thee and God in Thee, 

Our dearest wishes tend; 
O make us Thine and His 

Through ages without end. 

—F. J. Burmeister. 


left-overs, the things that cost us noth- 

ing, is not pleasing to the Father above. 

A young girl spent her time before 

Christmas embroidering beautiful things 

for herself, enjoying every stitch because 

she was to wear the pretty garments, and 
then a few days before the twenty-fifth 
of December she hastily ransacked the 
left-overs and constructed a cheap little 
gift for her mother. She said to herself 
that mothers always “understand” and 
they always appreciate any little thing, 
however simple it may be. What would 
you think of a girl like that? And yet, 
that is what young and old often do with 

God. The leftover bits of time, the stingy 

tithe of talent, the grudging service and 
the sacrifice that is not a sacrifice at all do 
not honor God. A girl who had nothing to 
give to a Christmas box for a school but 
cast-off toys because she was working her 
way through school, cleaned the toys, re- 
dressed the dolls and took of her slender 
time and money to make everything as 
attractive as possible. She gave more than 
some of her mates who bought cheap new 
things without a thought of sacrifice. 

Of course it is hard to give up a restful 
evening at home with a book or friends to 
go and help with a group of noisy young- 
sters who need entertainment and pleasant 
work to keep them in safe company. You 
sigh as you look longingly at the cheerful 
room you are leaving, but if you hold 
steady and keep thinking of the good you 
may do some struggling boy or girl, in 
time you will come to love even sacrifice. 
It is easy to do things for those we love, 
and in time we come to love the needy 
and those who appreciate so much the lit- 
tle we can give. A young girl went weekly 
to visit a hopeless invalid, letting nothing 
turn her from that one sacrifice, though 
she had little time and money for herself. 
Others saw her example and took up the 
work, with the result that the lives of 
many shelved persons were made more 
enjoyable and happy. “If that girl, with 
her limited time and means, can sacrifice 
so much, so can I,” said many a careless 
person. 

To serve, to sacrifice! These two factors 
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in the Christian life turn many back to the 
ways of the world. Too hard! Too trying! 
Yet those who do serve and sacrifice have 
other than hard and trying words to de- 
scribe their experiences. “I love the work,” 
is the statement of the real Christian. 
“When I think of what Christ gave up 
for me I am ashamed of what little I can 
do for Him.” And so the work goes on. 
Normal youth is not looking for an easy 
task. Red blood, courage, energy and zeal 
demand a worth-while service and a hard 
sacrifice. 'God bless the ones who see in 
service and sacrifice the real happiness of 
life! And God does bless them!—Selected. 


A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER 


To Grow a little wiser day by day, 

To school my mind and body to obey, 

To keep my inner life both clean and 
strong, 

To shut the door on hate and scorn and 
pride, 

To open, then, to love the windows wide, 

To meet with cheerful heart what comes 
to me, 

To turn life’s discords into harmony, 

To share some weary worker’s heavy load, 

To point some straying comrade to the 
road, 

To know that what I have is not my own, 

To feel that I am never quite alone; 

This would I pray from day to day, 

For then I know my life would flow 

In peace, until it be God’s will I go. 

—Anon. 


THE CHALLENGE 
By Dora Olive Thompson 


Martin KENNEDY was walking on air. As 
a matter of fact his boots struck quite 
firmly on the pavement as he became part 
of the home-moving crowds that swarmed 
the streets. 

Martin’s face was radiant and his brown 
eyes were shining behind the round spec- 
tacles. He was living over again the last 
hour in the studio since the old master 
had said, without any warning: “Here, 
Martin, try this old violin of mine for a 
little!” It was a treasured, precious pos- 
session, that old violin of the master’s. 

Since the sudden death of their mother 
two years before, Martin Kennedy, then a 
boy of sixteen, and Billy, his little blue- 
eyed brother, had continued to board with 
Mrs. Garrett. Martin, working in a down- 
town office, paying his board with unfail- 


ing regularity, had, from his landlady’s 


point of view, only one serious fault. He 
took violin lessons! In Mrs. Garrett’s prac- 
tical, work-a-day world it just wasn’t 
done. 

On this particular night Martin tore up- 
stairs. “Billy,” he said, “the master let me 
play on his old violin! O boy, it was 
great!” 

“Goody!” Billy tried valiantly to under- 
stand and echo Martin’s enthusiasm. “I’m 
glad it was great.” He was always happy 


when Martin came home, for Martin was 


just the best big brother and the finest 
chum a fellow ever had. 
‘Tonight Martin had another piece of 


news. “The old master has invited us over 
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for tea next Saturday. ‘Bring the little 
boy,’ he said!” To Martin it was unbeliev- 
able, overwhelming. 

But Billy was rather disappointed. Sat- 
urday afternoon meant a long, glorious, 
uninterrupted time with Martin—they 
always had such wonderful fun together 
—and now they were to go out among 
strangers—and Billy hated strangers. “I’d 
wather stay here, Mart,” he said, half un- 
der his breath. 

Martin threw a reassuring arm around 
the little chap’s shoulders. “O Billy boy, 
why, the old master won’t scare you, and 
there’s just his daughter and grand- 
daughter, Minette, such a pretty girl”— 

“About my size?” 

“No, about mine, and she just loves little 
boys, Billy.” 

The bells of St. Stephen’s were chiming 
four o’clock when the boys set out for the 
studio the next Saturday. 

“I fink,” Billy remarked, “I fink people’s 
faces look cleaner today!” But that idea 
may have been suggested by the glowing 
remembrance of the very vigorous applica- 
tion of soap and water he had given his 
own. 

The studio was all a confused blur at 
first to Billy. There was an old man, a 
lady, a grate fire that sizzled and crackled, 
a shaggy brown dog, a bird cage, and a 
girl with the merriest brown eyes in the 
world. It was really a very wonderful 
afternoon. They had tea at a round table, 
and there were nuts to crack and crackers 
to pop. Billy laughed and laughed. Later 
in the evening Martin played to them all 
there in the firelight, gay, rollicking little 
airs, while the old master in his big chair 
back in the shadows smiled in silent ap- 
proval. 

It was Minette who sent Martin home 
wondrously happy. “Martin,” she said, “I 
want to tell you something. Granddaddy 
is awfully pleased with your work. He 
thinks—he thinks you have a future!” 
There was a thrill in the girl’s voice. 

For a long, long time that night Martin 
sat at the window of his little room. “A 
future!” she had said. “A future!” It 
seemed to him that the stars danced in the 
clear sky and that the midnight chimes 
of St. Stephen’s were a merry echo of the 
song of hope in his heart. But of course 
there would be much work to put in be- 
fore the recital which they were planning 
for April. 

So there was no warning of the calamity. 
It descended upon them all as a bolt from 
the blue. 

The old master, toiling laboriously up 
the stairs one day, hesitated, then fell on 
the top step. It was heart failure, the 
doctor said. 

And the date of the recital was just two 
weeks ahead. 

“T can’t play,” Martin told Minette dully. 
“T shall never play again!” 

“You must see your recital through, 
Martin!” 

“Recital?” the boy stared in astonish- 
ment. “Do you think I’m going on with 
that? Do you think’— , 

“Martin, you must!” There was a curious 
light in the girl’s steady eyes. “Don’t you 
realize how the old master would feel 
about it? After the work he put in it for 
you, Martin, you must see it through—for 
him!” (To be concluded) 
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TWELFTH NIGHT CUSTOM 


Rapw growth is noted in a Twelfth Night 
custom observed for generations in some 
localities—the bonfire that disposes of the 
discarded Christmas trees. Community 
bonfires are scheduled in a number of 
municipalities for disposal of the trees, and 
ceremonies are appropriately arranged in 
some instances. 

One city arranged for collection of the 
trees by municipal trucks and for the 
mayor to make a brief speech as he 
touches the match to the piled evergreens. 
Ample fire protection is provided. In an- 
other city carols are to be sung at the 
blaze. 

Much is to be said for the custom, for 
presence of dead evergreens constitutes a 
fire menace of no mean proportions. 
Through carelessness the trees at times 
languish until spring before finding their 
way to the trash dumps or incinerators. 
The Twelfth Night custom eliminates such 
a possibility —Exchange. 


THE NEW YEAR 


A FRIEND came to my portal— 
A friend all new, untried; 
Stayed not for invitation, 
But came in to abide. 
Though very young and gentle, 
And, oh! so fair to see, 
I wonder what he bringeth, 
This little friend, to me. 


It may be opportunity 
Of service for my own— 
The people of the homestead, 
Or dear ones I have known. 
With this comes special guerdon— 
A blessing silver-bright— 
Which lightens tasks of daytime 
And soothes my rest at night. 


It may be days of leisure 
My new friend brings to me, 
When others do the doing, 
And I must quiet be. 
I'd rather much be busy— 
So tired if need be— 
Than stay, with hands inactive, 
While others care for me. 


Perchance I'll cross the ‘threshold 
Of home, and sail afar, 
Because this true friend gives me 
A glimpse of things that are— 
A new and thrilling vision 
Of a need that calls us on; 
One may not rest in Zion 
Til the Master’s work is done. 


My friend is but a messenger, 
Who comes from heaven above, 
And every gift He bringeth 
Is swathed about with love; 
Each briar hath its blossom, 
Each trial its reward, 
Since “all things work together 
To those who love the Lord.”—Ezx. 


“Have faith in God, though clouds hang 
low, 
Though troubles long have pressed; 
The turn will come, then you will learn 
God’s ways are always best.” 
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Confessing Faith in Christ 
Jesus Is Concerned About Who Christians Say He Is 


By D. BURT SMITH 
Matthew 16: 13-28. The Sunday School Lesson for January 7 


WE start the new year with a resumption 
of the study of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The more we understand about His King- 
dom the greater is our contentment in 
Christian living and the larger our con- 
tribution to answering our prayer, “Thy 
kingdom come.” The first lesson of the 
year is a challenge to believers to have a 
confession about Christ, that they may an- 
nounce to Him without shame. Direct call 
is issued for us to declare ourselves, to 
confess what we are saying about Him, 
what by our words and works we are tell- 
ing the world about Christ. 

What Jesus expects of us is really a 
command to us. If we know what He 
wants us to be, we have no other choice, 
unless we deliberately depart from faith 
and fellowship with Him. There can be no 
companionship with Jesus without con- 
forming to His will. To abide with Him we 
must obey Him, serve Him, and be truly 
one of His followers. This is so common- 
place, and yet many of us need consider- 
able prodding lest we forget to keep in 
His steps. 


Call to Confession 


No matter where Jesus went or with 
whom He was, He never forgot His mis- 
sion. His demands for confession of faith 
in Him were reasonable, never presented 
without adequate qualification for honest 
confession. Alone with the disciples, Jesus 
treated them fairly when calling for their 
confession. They were prepared for it. 
He had been living with them, teaching 
them, and showing them many wonderful 
things about Himself. It was time their 
judgment of Him was crystallized cor- 
rectly. He examined them to show them 
how well they had learned of Him. He was 
not aiming to embarrass them by showing 
up their ignorance or erroneous opinions. 
He began by asking what public opinion 
was about Him. The disciples were in posi- 
tion to know something of what people 
were saying of Jesus. As they reported 
this to Jesus they were prepared to an- 
swer His personal demand to them to de- 
clare what they were saying of Him. What 
men said of Him did not concern Jesus 
much; He did not comment on the report, 
though it was a good one. At least men 
were finding Jesus a stalwart, sturdy ad- 
vocate of truth, or they would not have 
put Him in the class with virile, enduring 
prophets like Elijah, Jeremiah, or John 
the Baptist. Men did not find Jesus a 
weakling, a sentimental trimmer, a plotter 
for popularity. 

What Jesus called for was the personal 
confession of His followers. He has not 
departed from that method since. Still He 
calls for our confession. He asks us to 
declare what we tell others about Him. 
Do we know who He is? Is our report 
about Him a product of our own thinking, 
or have we received it from the “Father 
which is in heaven”? Peter takes the 


place of prominence, as spokesman for the 
disciples. He tells Jesus what they are 
telling the world about Him. We know 
this as Peter’s confession. It was complete; 
nothing can be taken from it or added to 
it. “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” is all anybody can know about 
Christ. This is the climax of all confes- 
sions. It exalts us to the Christ-com- 
mended class—if we mean what we say. 
It supplies the relationship which Paul 
describes as joint heirship with Christ. 


Commended for Confession 


Peter’s confession qualified him for com- 
mendation. Jesus formulated a new beati- 
tude for the occasion, and Peter deserved 
it. What he had said in his confession evi- 
dently pleased Jesus, though He did not 
comment on the words of the confession. 
What Jesus emphasized was that Peter had 
been found worthy of being allowed to 
express the true confession concerning 
the Son of God. It was not Peter’s keen- 
ness of mind or his fine words that were 
commended. Jesus said nothing to give 
Peter ground for being proud of himself. 
Rather would he be humbled, as any sin- 
cere servant of God must be when God 
uses him and accepts his service. 

The commendation of Peter’s confession 
brought with it responsibility as well as 
distinction. There was no hint of exalta- 
tion for Peter and the disciples, except in 
the sense of being entrusted with serious 
responsibility in relation to the church 


THINK OF THESE 


Tue world knows much that is true about 
Jesus, but it does not know enough with- 
out God’s revelation. 


No words are more significant than those 
used in our confession of faith; but no 
words can be more meaningless, if in- 
sincerely uttered. 


Jesus is the church-builder. He uses 
only the best material—the persons who 
know Him and confess Him. 


The thrilling experience of publicly con- 
fessing Christ should be our vitalizing 
stimulus to follow Him, even unto cross- 
bearing. 


The best protection against losing spir- 
itual life is living up to our confession of 
Christ. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


M. The Christian’s Confession. Matt. 16: 13-24. 
T. The Test of the Christian. I John 2: 18-25. 
W. Confession Unto Salvation. Romans 10: 1-10. 
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The Confession of Peter and John. Acts 


The Cost of Confession. Matt. 16: 21-28. 


Sat 
S. A Prophet’s Confession. Isaiah 53: 7-12. 
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Jesus would build. Jesus continued to be 
the supreme head of the church, its cor- 
nerstone, the rock on which the church 
stands. However, to the disciples were 
given important positions. They were to 
have oversight of the increasing of church 
membership, to say who was worthy of 
admission. They were to be Christ’s rep- 
resentatives to administer the affairs of 
His Church under His direction and for 
His glory. 


Consequences of Confession 


The disciples had measured up, passing 
the examination well, with Peter as their 
spokesman. They knew who Jesus was— 
“the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Lest they err in deductions as to them- 
selves, or as to Jesus, He revealed to them 
directly what was soon to happen. He 
would not leave them unwarned. He would 
prepare them for the bitter experience 
ahead of them. They must know from His 
lips the story of the immediate future. He 
told them about the coming suffering at 
the hands of Jewish church leaders. He 
said He would be killed, but would rise 
again the third day. Since their confession 
rang true, they deserved to be made His 
confidants. 

But Peter resented it. He let his desire 
and judgment get away with him. He 
turned back from being a God-blessed man 
able to speak God-revealed truth to the 
natural impetuousness of his rather im- 
perious nature. He dared tell Jesus that 
He was mistaken, that what He had just 
said would not be true. This was a natural 
response in which the wish was ascendent 
over the facts. Peter did not want Jesus 
to suffer and die; so he refused to believe 
it possible. Maybe his words are a tribute 
to his high conception of Jesus. For how 
could the Son of the living God be over- 
powered by men, even by elders, chief 
priests, and scribes? 


A Severe Rebuke 


Jesus meant what He had said. Peter’s 
intimation was wrong. Peter must be put 
in his place. He received deserved rebuke. 
His attitude was so much like Satan’s 
when he attempted to dissuade Jesus from 


taking the way of the Cross to gain the 


allegiance of the kingdoms of the world 
that Jesus called Peter Satan. This was 
a scathing sarcasm that called pointedly 
to Peter’s mind the fact that he was no 
longer minding the things of God, as he 
had just done in making the great con- 
fession, but was being just a man in his 
thinking and speaking. His place was not 
to be out in front dictating to Jesus what 
He should do, but behind Him, and, for 
the present at least, feeling the sting of a 
merited rebuke. 

To confess Jesus, to announce that He 
is the Son of the living God, is a bid for 
a place in the procession that follows Him, 
standing up for Him, serving Him, min- 
istering in His name. To do this involves 
cross-bearing, a figurative way of saying 
that loyal followers of Jesus stick to the 
path at any cost, willing to “deny” them- 
selves when, and as, occasion requires. 
It is these consequences of confessing 
Christ that test the sincerity of the con- 
fession. It is one thing to say, “Lord, 
Lord,” but it is something different to 
“Do the things.” 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


WHY DO I NEED JESUS? 
Romans 7: 18-25 


THE seventh chapter of Romans is one 
of the most awful tragedies ever written. 
Someone has said that the Macbeths, Ham- 
lets, Lears and Othellos are but “stage 
plays” when compared with the stark 
realism of this chapter. Here is pictured 
a life and death struggle for possession of 
my soul. Daily the contending armies 
weave back and forth over the battle- 
lines of my life. Out of the realization of 
this conflict comes my confession of need. 
Without Jesus Christ I am doomed to de- 
feat. With Him I am invincible. 

It is the business of religion to supply 
the deeper needs of life. Harnack wrote, 
“The Christian will naturally believe that 
Christianity suceeded because of its in- 
herent and final truth. The neutral in- 
quirer may at least admit that it succeeded 
because it supplied the religious needs of 
the age.” No other religion has a Christ 
to offer a needy world. Many have good, 
sound rules for living. Even so good a 
guide as the Golden Rule is to be found, 
in essence, at least, in the religions of the 
East. Jesus Christ is a unique answer to 
human need. Without Him human needs 
will go unmet. It is well to begin right 
here in answering the question, “Why do 
I need Jesus?” I need Him because no- 
where else is there an adequate answer to 
my need. 


He Reveals My Need 


Jesus is not only the cure for my sin, 
but He is the diagnosis. He shows me up 
as I really am. One of the glories of 
Christianity has been its uncompromising 
attitude toward sin. It did not take the 
easy way, glossing over human weakness. 
Matthew Arnold was not following the ex- 
ample of Jesus or of His apostles when he 
said, “Sin is not a monster, but an in- 
firmity.” In the light of the beautiful life 
of Jesus I cannot excuse my faults by 
describing them as mere infirmities. They 
appear monstrous in His presence. 

Jesus is my ideal. He is as unattainable 
as perfection. But He is still my ideal. “O 
wretched man that I am,” is the inevitable 
ery of a sincere soul in the first clear 
vision of the glory of Jesus. 

Can I be proud of myself when I face 

_ Jesus? The answer is, “No!” Pride is one 
of the most terrible of all sins. Jesus had 
much more to say against the men who 
thought themselves good enough than He 
had to say against the men who knew they 
were sinners. The white paint that men 
use in warring countries to make travel 
safe during a blackout would be gray 
against the white of new-fallen snow. We 
are too conscious of the faults of our 
neighbors. We are easily satisfied with 
ourselves in comparison. It is no worthy 
ideal for an immortal soul to seek to be as 
good as his neighbors. Jesus set another 
standard, “Be ye perfect even as your 
Father is perfect.” If I know Jesus, I 


know my need of Him.” ' 


He Unifies My Life 


“Every man’s life is a plan of God,” was 
Bushnell’s creed. How it dignifies my life 
to lift it into the very presence of God. 
This life plan was incarnated, made into 
flesh, in Jesus. There is so much distortion 
about my life without Him. I follow so 
many conflicting purposes. “When I would 
do good, evil is ever present with me.” 
I become the victim of constantly changing 
motives. One day I am mountain climbing, 
the next I am mining in the depths. So 
many of the things I do seem so futile. 
All about me are thousands who think 
cynically about life and ask, “What’s the 
use, anyway?” I should be like that with- 
out Jesus. My high purpose is to be Christ- 
like, to think Christ-thoughts, and to live 
the Christ-life. With Christ as the center 
my life takes on some form, some unity. 
Every day becomes a new adventure. Life 
becomes zestful, joyous, meaningful. 


He Shares My Struggle 


In Jesus I have an unconquerable ally 
in the war against sin. He knows all about 
my weakness, for He took on Himself the 
handicap of human weakness in order to 
share perfectly the struggle against sin. 
“He was tempted in all points.” A young 
woman far from home was stricken with 
a virulent fever. She was rushed to a 
hospital nearly as miserable with fear as 
with the disease. Her nurse seeking to 
assure her said, “Don’t be afraid; I had 
this fever and look how strong I am. In- 
deed, I was given your case because I am 
now immune.” The patient came through 
to health, and the one memory of those 
long days of battle was the constant 
thought, “She lived through it. She lived 
through it. She knows. She will get me 
through.” I can say that about Jesus. “He 
has met sin. He has conquered tempta- 
tion. He will help me through.” 

Most of us do not appreciate that which 
Jesus offers when He says, “Lo, I am with 
you alway.” Some friends here in the 
Maryland city where I live have gone to 
Canada in order to receive treatment of a 
far-famed physician. If Jesus, the Good 
Physician, were at any spot on this earth 
in the flesh, we would all be on the way 
to see Him face to face. But we do not 
need to go to some other country, or some 
other city for He is here. 

“I need Thy Presence every passing hour, 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s 
power? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can 
be? 

Through cloud or sunshine, O abide with 

me.” 


He Saved Me from Sin 


Jesus not only helps me to meet tempta- 
tions but He also secured for me the for- 
giveness of my sins. Something deep down 
in my human nature keeps me from taking 
advantage of all the power Jesus offers 
me over sin. There is still warfare in my 
soul. “There is none perfect, no not one.” 


“We all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God.” I am sure of that as 
I see the sins that so easily beset me. My 
will to do right never seems to catch up 
with my knowledge of the right. I loathe 
the prayer of the Pharisee, “I thank Thee 
that I am not as other men,” because I 
am. too conscious that I am very like the 
weak, sin-burdened folks all about me. 
I must take my place in the far corner of 
the temple and pray, “God be merciful to 
me a sinner.” 
“The while I fane would tread the heavenly 
way, 
Seems evil ever with me day by day; 
Yet on mine ears the gracious tidings 
fall, 
Repent, confess, thou shalt be loosed 
from all.” 

My hope of forgiveness is in Him. He 
has found a way of forgiveness. A nat- 
uralist found the skeleton of an eagle on 
the shore of the Atlantic. Around the leg 
was a rusted iron clamp, the part of a 
trap. The eagle had managed to get away, 
but as he soared into the sky the weight 
made flying hard. He could not loose him- 
self from the weight, it pulled him down 
with a steady, frightening certainty. The 
harder he struggled the sooner he fell 
defeated on the shore. Unforgiven sin is 
like that. But there is another story I like 
better. 

The man from the hills had come to 
town on one of his rare visits. In the 
window of a sporting goods store was a 
cage in the very center of a display of 
guns and shells. In the cage was an eagle, 
drooping and hopeless. The man from the 
hills stood long before the window, his 
hands exploring his pockets. Once he 
took out his wallet and fingered over the 
few small bills inside. Then shaking his 
head he went on. But soon he was back 
again. This time he went into the store 
and asked for the boss. When he came he 
said, “How much for the bird?” “But,” 
was the reply, “the bird is not for sale.” 
“O yes he is,” said the man from the hills, 
“he must have a price. I have to have 
him. How much?” There was something 
stern and almost threatening in the voice 
of the man and the proprietor yielded. 
“You can have him for just what I paid, 
five dollars.” Out came the worn wallet 
and the five ones, leaving it nearly empty. 
Out of the store went the man from the 
hills with his bird. Out to the edge of 
town he went and there opening the door 
of the cage he said, “Fly back to your 
crags, my boy, eagles were made for 
flying.” 

Jesus has done something like that for 
me. Taking the scars of my sins upon 
Himself, He has freed me from my bond- 
age. He has paid the price. He has said, 
“You were not made for slavery, but to be 
a child of God.” “Son, thy sins are for- 
given thee,” is the certificate of pardon 
and release. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, January 14. Next 

topic, “How Does Jesus Guide?” 
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‘BOOK ‘REVIEWS 


STUDY HELPS IN THE CATECHISM 


By O. Fred Nolde. The United Lutheran 
Publication House, Philadelphia. 

Series A. Pages 64. Price, 40 cents; $3.85 
a dozen. 

Series B. Pages 64. Price, 40 cents; $3.85 
a dozen. 

A Guide Book in Catechetical Instruction. 
Pages 315. Price, $2.25. 


A question which naturally arises with 
reference to these books and their prede- 
cessors is their relation one to another. The 
first book listed is virtually only a cor- 
rected form of Dr. Nolde’s original “Study 
Helps in the Catechism.” The second book, 
Series B, is the real revision of the orig- 
inal “Study Helps,” and corresponds more 
closely to the catechumens’ source book, 
“Truth and Life,’ which was published in 
1937. The third book listed is a new edi- 
tion of the original book of the same title, 
altered to agree with the present two Series 
of “Study Helps.” It has been enlarged by 
the reproduction in full of both Series of 
“Helps,” and the inclusion of pages fur- 
nishing answers to the questions asked in 
the “Helps.” 


So far as Series A is concerned, the list 
of “responsibilities” in the charts on pages 
18 and 46 has been changed to fit the 
mnemonic word “repent” instead of “canoe.” 
One Help, No. 11, on Jesus’ life, has been 
added, as well as several pages for pupils’ 
word lists. A number of minor details have 
been improved. Two annoying details 
which remain uncorrected are the duplica- 
tion in question 4 of Help No. 6, and the 
confusion in the use of the word “ele- 
ments” in Help No. 21, question 9. 


The Helps of Series B run exactly par- 
allel to those of Series A, and cannot be 
used as an advanced course with those 
who have already had Series A. Series B 
evidently represents the more mature con- 
clusions of the author and of the pastors 
who co-operated with him in his re- 
searches. The subjects are better de- 
veloped. Thus under Baptism there are 
new questions stressing its relationship to 
confirmation, its significance, and its prac- 
tice with infants. The Bible readings are 
changed and given a better arrangement. 
The Final Text and six Supplementary 
Helps (Nos. 23-28) remain the same. 


The “Guide Book,” except for the 
changes noted above, is nearly identical 
with the first edition. A page of good ma- 
terial on the Christian interpretation of 
the Ten Commandments has been added. 


A careful examination of these books 
renews the impression that Dr. Nolde has 
provided a way for the thoughtful pastor 
to present the significance of Christian 
faith and life to the growing boys and 
girls of today. At every stage an effort is 
made to correlate those things which 
should be learned with the life experi- 
ences of the catechumens. Pastors who 
feel the need of that kind of presentation 
will find Dr. Nolde’s contribution inval- 
uable. 

One misgiving in the mind of the re- 
viewer has been aggravated rather than 


allayed in Series B. The author’s method 
properly calls for original effort on the part 
of the catechumen; but in too many cases 
the questions in Series B of the “Helps” 
demand only mechanical copying from the 
source book (“Truth and Life”), and in- 
deed cannot be satisfactorily answered in 
any other way. For instance: “What two 
things can the Christian learn from a 
study of Jesus’ temptation in the wilder- 
ness?” (Help No. 8); “What three ques- 
tions ought we to raise in connection with 
each Person of the Trinity?” (No. 9); 
“What four things has Jesus done for 
man?” (No. 12). That the author does not 
intend cut-and-dried responses is evident 
from page 106 of the “Guide Book”: “The 
pastor ought to encourage pupils to think 
for themselves and ought to give credit 
for satisfactory conclusions, even though 
they do not correspond exactly with those 
anticipated.” Yet on page 21 it is sug- 
gested that catechumens may make a sort 
of copybook of their “Study Helps,” in 
which to “write the correct answers.” The 
reviewer feels that the questions in the 
Helps could be phrased in a way better 
calculated to elicit the experience and 
thought of the student, and not so likely 
to send him for “correct answers” to a 
source book. 


It is stated that since the printing of the 
first edition this course of study has been 
used by approximately 70,000 pupils. Now 
that the course has been improved in 
Series B, wide usage will certainly attend 
it again. It has unrivaled possibilities in 
making available to the catechumen the 
riches of catechetical work. 

THEODORE K. FINcK. 


YOUTH AND THE WAY OF JESUS 


By Roy A. Burkhart. Round Table Press, 
Inc., New York. 1939. Pages 212. Price, 
$2.00. 


There are two classifications of all pos- 
sible ways of life. One group puts self at 
the center; the other dedicates self to a 
Cause greater than itself. Burkhart in this 
book gives Youth and the Leaders of youth 
the way of Jesus as the highest degree of 
quality in the second classification. 

The book is divided into three parts. The 
first part discusses the stakes or faiths 
necessary for a Jesus-way of life. In a be- 
wildering and confused world youth must 
have the following faiths for meaningful 
lives: faith in a Purposeful Universe, in 
God, in Prayer, in Immortality, in the Spir- 
itual Resources of life. Having these fun- 
damental faiths, Youth is ready to live 
steady lives in the world. 

Part Two considers the principles of liv- 
ing. These principles can be summed up 
into the personality of Jesus as the Way, 
Truth and Life. In a practical and inter- 
esting manner, interspersed with illuminat- 
ing illustrations and personal experiences, 
Burkhart gives the Christian view of the 
mind, fears, inferiority complex, a goal for 
life, solitude, social problems, and future 
personal development. 
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Part Three reveals the horizon that 
awaits Youth. Although much progress 
has been made by man, there is much for 
Youth to do. Personally there are three 
great adventures: to build a creative per- 
sonality, to choose a life work, and the 
choice of a lifemate. A new social order 
is yet to be built upon a new evaluation 
of man. Youth can face these tasks through 
the church. 

This book, small for the scope of its 
subject, will prove helpful to the youth of 
our land, because in their bewilderment 
with secular and popular theories of the 
good life they will find a positive, simple, 
wholly Christian exposition of the way of 
Jesus, a way for their own lives. Leaders 
of youth will find the book suggestive in 
helping their young people acquire the 
Christian philosophy of life and in sug- 
gesting themes and subjects for youth talks. 

JoHN R. BROKHOFF. 


IF HE SHOULD FAIL 


By Chester M. Savage. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, 
$1.00. 


This book contains a dozen evangelistic 
sermons by the author, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Hallsville, Texas, some of 
which were used in his regular service as 
pastor or evangelist, others especially pre- 
pared for the publication. In a ministerial 
service of only thirteen years he has been 
compiler and editor of a number of pre- 
vious volumes. 

The sermons are typical of the evan- 
gelistic preaching of the group of “mod- 
erate” pastor-evangelists which the author 
apparently represents. They are simple, 
evangelical, “scriptural,” with numerous 
suggestive illustrations and references. 

The unusual feature of the sermons is 
the number of poems and verses used. In 
the twelve sermons covering 107 pages 
there are twenty-eight poems and an ad- 
ditional fourteen verses. These take up at 
least twenty-two pages. 

H. Brent SCHAEFFER. 


BARRIERS TO EDEN 


By Frank C. Thompson. Fleming H. 
Revell Company, New York, N. Y. Price, 
$2.00. 


An interesting story from start to finish 
for young girls. Ruth Stoddard, a mil- 
lionairess, in disguise obtains a job in her 
own factory and finds out true conditions 
there and in the homes of the town. This 
experiment results in betterment of con- 
ditions. There are several other interest- 
ing experiments. The romance is unusual. 
Ruth has seen one of her friends become 
a nervous wreck because a minister, her 
fiance, has thrown her over. Ruth decides 
that some day she will treat a minister 
as her friend has been treated, and thus 
retaliate. But when the minister comes, 
Ruth becomes the chief victim. For a while 
it looks as though the affair would go on 
the rocks, but the “barriers to Eden” are 
removed, love wins and, of course, all 
comes right in the end. M. G. Horn. 
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A YOUTH 
EVENT 


Lutheran Students’ 
1940 Ashram in 
High Altitude 


LUTHERAN students 
from all parts of the 
United States are plan- 
ning to gather next 
summer for a full week of spiritual re- 
treat, at their annual Ashram. This year 
the Ashram is to be held from August 26 
to September 1, 1940, in that inspirational 
portion of God’s kingdom known to the 
world as Rocky Mountain National Park. 

Members of the Lutheran Student Asso- 
ciation of America take this opportunity 
to acquaint the readers of THe LUTHERAN 
and of other Lutheran Church journals 
throughout America and Canada, not only 
of our plans for our 1940 national meeting 
but with our general purposes and the 
work we do. 


Eighteen Years Old 


In 1922 a group of Lutheran students 
were invited to meet with the Lutheran 
Brotherhood of America at their annual 
convention. The result of this meeting was 
the organization of the Lutheran Student 
Association of America, an organization 
designed to assist the students on the 
campuses of universities and colleges 
throughout America in maintaining their 
spiritual and Lutheran faith during their 
years in college. Today this association has 
from fifteen to twenty thousand members, 
not only among those attending univer- 
sities and colleges but also Lutheran young 
people who are following their education 
through such fields as hospital training 
schools, business colleges, and in fact any 
institution of higher learning in the United 
States. 

The nation has been divided into twelve 
geographic regions, and each region is 
represented on the student Board of Gov- 
ernors, which is responsible for the work 
of the national organization. Each regional 
district holds from one to two conferences 
a year in addition to the meetings of the 
groups on each campus and the national 
meeting, or Ashram, which is held in the 
summer of each year. 

You as parents and friends of Lutheran 
students, are probably interested in what 
we try to do. For that reason we present 
herewith the aims of the LSAA: 


On Every Campus 


1. To stimulate and sustain students in 
using the Bible privately and in groups, 
in prayer, in regular church attendance, 
and in frequent reception of the Holy 
Communion. 

2. To encourage students in the study and 
appreciation of the church’s message 
and in loyal participation in the church’s 
work by personal activities and gifts. 

3. To develop healthy social life and 
strong Christian friendships. 

4. To develop a conscious need of Christ 
in facing modern life and problems. 

5. To hold intercollegiate conferences in 
order to assist students on every campus 
in accomplishing these purposes. 


6. To build up a national and interna- 


tional fellowship of Lutheran students. 


THE LUTHERAN 


During the year 1939-40, special em- 
phasis is being placed upon the develop- 
ment of a “Faith for Our Day.” This is 
being accomplished by studying the facts 
of our faith as enumerated in the Creed; 
by urging the students to keep in touch 
with God through prayer and the Word, 
discussions of the true meanings of the 
Sacraments, the Standards of Living which 
we as Christians should accept as reflected 
in the Ten Commandments, and the im- 
portance of Confession and Absolution in 
our lives when we find that we have 
failed and have sinned. 


Contact with India 


In addition to this work on the campuses 
of the schools in America, the Lutheran 
Student Association is the sole supporter 
of an annual fellowship granted to a 
scholar in India so that some worthy Lu- 
theran Indian student may continue with 
graduate work, and in this way our work 
may be felt in some small measure by 
those in countries where Christ’s work is 
not as well known as in our own land. 

We have outlined for you a complete 
year’s program. In closing we wish to em- 
phasize our 1940 Ashram with which we 
started this discussion. The title of our 
national assembly, Ashram, is peculiarly 
significant for the work which we do while 
there. Ashram is an Indian word, and its 
closest English connotation or translation 
would be the phrase “spiritual retreat.” 
That is just what we plan to do next sum- 
mer: to enable our Lutheran students to 
enter such a spiritual retreat along with 
other young people of the same age and 
of the same faith and interests. This year 
the theme of the Ashram will be, “Thy 
Kingdom Come,” and the program is being 
designed to enable each student to find 
that God’s Kingdom has entered his life 
and that the student’s life will be for the 
betterment of himself and of mankind be- 
cause God’s Kingdom has entered that 
individual’s life. 

We, as members of the Lutheran stu- 
dent movement, ask you as parents and 
friends of Lutheran young people to assist 
us in making our work a success. If your 
son or daughter is attending college, make 
it possible for them to attend our 1940 
Ashram. The cost is reasonable, only $14.50 
for board, room, and registration fee. If 
your son or daughter is attending a col- 
lege or university and has not yet con- 
tacted the Lutheran Student Association 
on that campus, have them do so at once; 
or, if they do not know whom to contact, 
write the Rev. Frederik A. Schiotz, 1210 
Garland Building, 58 E. Washington St., 
Chicago, Illinois, or Carolus P. Harry, D.D., 
210 West Fornance St., Norristown, Pa. 
These men are both national advisers of 
the LSAA and will be most willing to 
assist students in contacting other stu- 
dents on their campuses who are also 
Lutherans. Huco EskILpsEN, JR. 


“THe Christian life, by its very nature, 
can be lived only in constant relation to 
others.” 


“THe surest way in which to help chil- 
dren to avoid evil is to inspire in them 
the love of the good.” 
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AIDS IN DEEPENING 
FAITH AND DEVOTION 


BBCER MDE DEER OCEANS 


The Church Year 


Studies in the Introits, Collects, 
Epistles and Gospels 


By Paul Zeller Strodach 


An adequate description, in the 
light of the life of Christ and the 
Church, of the Church Year, week 
by week, and event by event. Its 
helpful revelation of the origin, sig- 
nificance and beauty of these por- 
tions of the service of worship makes 
it a valuable practical reference 
work and devotional manual both 
for the worshiper and the leader in 
worship. Cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Oremus 


Collects, Devotions, Litanies from 
Ancient and Modern Sources 


Compiled by Paul Zeller Strodach 


This manual provides a ready and 
rich medium for the expression of 
the spirit of prayer in most of the 
experiences and for many of the oc- 
casions of life. The choicest expres- 
sions from the vast store of outpour- 
ings of great souls of all ages are 
represented as well as those devel- 
oped in the life of the church. 

Blue Keratol. Price, 75 cents. 


io Me 
“ ue 


The Faith of the Church 
By Charles M. Jacobs 


These devotional studies on the 
“Apostles’ Creed” emphasize the 
personal religious values which this 
Creed possesses. They are scholarly 
yet eminently practical. They deal 
with profound truths but reach the 
average man. Their reading will be 
richly rewarding for earnest seekers 
after the truth and church members 
generally who desire fuller acquaint- 
ance with the basic certainties of 
the Christian faith. 

Cloth. Price, $1.00. 
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ALLEGHANY CONFERENCE 


By the Rev. Ralph W. Birk, Latest Addition 
to “The Lutheran’s” News Letter Staff 


THE young people of the Alleghany Con- 
ference of the Synod of Central Pennsyl- 
vania are to be commended for their in- 
terest and loyalty in regard to the work 
of the Church. The Luther League has 
always found 
ready and active 
support in the 
two districts of 
the conference— 
the Johnstown 
and Altoona dis- 
tricts. At the 
organization of 
the synodical 
Luther League 
at Harrisburg, 
December 2, two 
of the newly 
elected officers 
were from this 
section: Wendell 
C. Lawther of 
Boswell was elected second vice-president 
and Miss Margaret McFalls of Altoona was 
elected secretary. 

Two hundred young people of the Johns- 
town district attended a “post-Amsterdam” 
rally in First Church, Johnstown, G. W. 
Nicely, D.D., pastor. R. H. Edwin Espey 
of Oregon, field secretary of the Amster- 
dam Conference, addressed the gathering 
and stressed the need of sacrificing by the 
young people of the Church in order to 
curb the spread of totalitarianism. It was 
one of a series of rallies planned in Penn- 
sylvania to acquaint young people with 
the findings of the first world Christian 
Youth Conference in the Netherlands last 
summer. 
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A greater interest in the program of The 
Children of the Church is being evidenced 
since the visit of the secretary, Miss Ella 
Engel of Philadelphia, to this territory 
November 15. At that time a meeting for 
leaders and workers was held at Fourth 
Church, Altoona, the Rev. R. C. Shindler 
pastor. The meeting was in charge of Mrs. 
Lewis Foltz of Stoystown, the conference 
secretary, and Mrs. R. C. Shindler of 
Altoona. Many of the congregations of the 
conference were represented, and after Miss 
Engel’s explanation of the program for 
this work a period of worthwhile discus- 
sion followed. Many questions, showing a 
sincere interest on the part of those pres- 
ent, were asked and capably and help- 
fully answered by Miss Engel. 


The Rev. G. I. Melhorn, pastor of Trin- 
ity Church at Bedford, has been doing 
some exceptional work in moving picture 
taking and showing. Different organiza- 
tions of the Church have been richly enter- 
tained and instructed through the colored 
films which he has been showing since he 
and his family traveled to the West Coast 
last summer. Pastor Melhorn has become 
widely known for his films and is pho- 
tographer for Gettysburg College and 
Camp Nawakwa at Biglerville. His films 
are exceptionally well prepared for both 
old and young. 


Sunday, December 3, marked the be- 
ginning of the new church year at Temple 
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Church, Altoona, and also marked the 
completion of seventeen years of service 
by the pastor, the Rev. F. R. Greninger. 
During this pastorate, a new and com- 
modious church was erected and services 
made to conform to the best practices of 
the Lutheran Church; nearly 500 new 
members were received into membership 
and 180 infants were baptized; $65,000 was 
contributed toward current expenses and 
$22,000 towards benevolence. Special serv- 
ices and musical programs marked the 
occasion. 


December 10 was Rededication Sunday 
at First Church, Altoona, the Rev. Luke H. 
Rhoads pastor. This congregation of 1,300 
communicants has been worshiping for 
several months in the Sunday school rooms 
while the church auditorium and parts 
of the Sunday school were being ren- 
ovated. A new lighting system, repainting, 
recarpeting, upholstering and various 
memorial contributions add to the beauty 
and churchliness of the edifice. Memorials 
presented include chancel draperies, of- 
fering plates, hymnals, pulpit furniture up- 
holstering, and a new bronze memorial 
tablet bearing twenty-five plates on which 
are inscribed the names of those who have 
memorialized through contributions to the 
Endowment Fund. Special dedicatory serv- 
ices with sermons by the pastor and spe- 
cial music by the three choirs of the 
church were planned to celebrate the oc- 
casion. 


Farewell to “Altoona Notes” 


Alleghany Conference bade farewell to 
one of its popular and faithful pastors 
when the Rev. Paul Levi Foulk, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Juniata, departed for his 
new field of service at St. Paul’s Church, 
Hanover, Pa. Pastor Foulk will be re- 
membered by many Lutheran readers as 
the writer of the “Altoona Notes” which 
appeared from time to time in this paper. 
A farewell reception in charge of the of- 
ficers of the Altoona Lutheran Ministerium 
together with members of Trinity Church 
Council was tendered Pastor and Mrs. 
Foulk and daughter, Dorothy, the evening 
of December 5 in the church auditorium. 
The Rev. J. F. Flegler, president of the 
ministerium, presided, and music was fur- 
nished by the Altoona High School trom- 
bone choir and the Girls’ Chorus of Trin- 
ity Church. The Rev. F. R. Greninger of 
Altoona spoke in regard to Pastor Foulk’s 
relation to the synod. The Rev. G. B. 
Harmon of Duncansville spoke about his 
ministerium and community relations and 
M. S. Kemp, D.D., of Hollidaysburg spoke 
about his relation to the spirit of God. 
The congregation through J. H. Woods, 
president of the church council, presented 
Pastor and Mrs. Foulk with two beautiful 
lamps, expressing the hope that these 
lamps would help light them on their way 
to greater Christian service. A social hour 
was then enjoyed by a large gathering in 
the social rooms of the church. A host of 
friends wish this servant of God richest 
blessings and success in his new associa- 
tion and work in the West Pennsylvania 
Conference. 


One of the outstanding events of the 
year in this district is the annual pre- 
Christmas gathering of pastors and their 
wives. This year it was held the evening 
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of December 11 in the social hall of Bell- 
wood Church, the Rev. R. P. Knobel pastor. 
While sponsored by members of the Lu- 
theran Ministerium of Altoona and Vicin- 
ity, it draws folks from many points of 
the conference. This year representatives 
from Cambria, Clearfield, Bedford and 
Blair counties were present. After a 
sumptuous dinner served by the ladies of 
the host church a program of music and 
entertainment appropriate to the Christ- 
mas season was enjoyed. The program 
was further enriched by the showing of 
three reels of motion pictures by the Rev. 
J. L. Barnes of St. Paul’s Church, Altoona. 
Pastor Barnes took these pictures while 
he and his family were traveling through 
Mexico and parts of southwestern United 
States during the past summer. The gath- 
ering was one of rich fellowship and, as 
in past years, sent us back to our respec- 
tive congregations desirous of making the 
most of the precious Christmas season. 


Optimism on Increase 

With increased industrial activity 
throughout this territory a greater spirit 
of optimism and giving is being evidenced 
throughout the Church. The steel mills 
of Johnstown, railroad shops of Altoona, 
coal mines of the Cambria and Clearfield 
county areas, brick plants of Mt. Union, 
Claysburg and Sproul, paper mills of 
Tyrone, Williamsburg and Roaring Spring, 
together with a host of smaller industries 
all evidence the upturn in business. Even 
the long abandoned iron furnace at Rid- 
dlesburg is being conditioned for opera- 
tion, which means that upwards of two 
hundred men will be given employment— 
very good news to the people of this sec- 
tion. With the increased employment and 
manufacturing activity there has been 
shown a better response towards closing 
the Church Year 1939 in the black and a 
more optimistic and willing attitude to- 
ward beginning 1940 with the proper spirit 
of giving. 


FLASHES FROM THE 
ROCKIES 


By Oliver F. Weaver, D.D. 


“SwEeET and smiling are Thy ways— 

Golden, beauteous, autumn days.” 

So quoth our preacher in his Thanks- 
giving sermon, and truly never since 
weather records 
of the west have 
been kept have 
we had a more 
glorious fall. 
Right up to the 
week before 
Christmas, vi- 
brant and balmy 
days seem to 
cover mountain 
and plain. Often 
we drive from 
Denver to Boul- 
der, thirty-six 
miles to the 
northwest, and 
nestled at the foothills in the shadows of 
the mighty Flatirons, a lovely little city of 
12,000 population, seat of our state uni- 
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versity, the scene of a former pastorate and 
home of cordial friends. The thrill of this 
ride never dims as we approach the moun- 
tains, which stretch like a great rampart 
visible for 150 miles from Pike’s Peak on 
the south to Long’s Peak on the north, two 
great sentinels. This view of the snow- 
capped peaks and rugged mountain wall 
through the crystal-clear air always gives 
one a “lift” that makes him feel that “God’s 
in His heaven.” 


In Boulder 


we visit Pastor Ernest E. Habig in the 
study of our beautiful church. Everything 
is neat and efficient. He and Mrs. Habig 
are well liked in congregation and com- 
munity. He tells of the plans for the in- 
spiring Candlelight Christmas Eve service, 
which made such a hit last year. Also a 
New Year Eve Watch Night Service is 
planned, and for the coming months a suit- 
able celebration of the tenth anniversary 
of the new church. 

By heroic efforts the noble band of the 
Ladies’ Aid have paid the last of a $1,500 
obligation, and at their next meeting a 
note-burning will celebrate their victory, 
a real milestone of progress. 

Pastor Habig tells of the students at the 
university. Of 100 registered Lutherans, 
thirty-five are of the U. L. C. A. All are 
contacted, invited into the church life, 
socials and discussion groups held, and 
connection maintained with the Lutheran 
Students of America. It is of interest that 
the next Students’ Conference, or “Ash- 
ram,” is scheduled to be held in Estes 
Park next August. 

Steady progress registers, salary paid, 
coal bills paid, the debt being chiseled 
down, attendance substantial and a spirit 
that wins—this is the record. 


Epiphany, Denver. Pastor Albert H. 
Buhl was taken ill suddenly and rushed to 
the hospital at three o’clock on the morn- 
ing of Sunday, November 12, where an 
emergency operation was performed for 
appendicitis. He has recovered nicely and 
is again taking up his work. The writer 
supplied for him and the congregation 
carried on usual activities. 


The CCC Meetings 


on this territory were addressed by Pres- 
ident Fred C. Wiegman of Midland College. 
All were inspired by the high-class job he 
did. The Pueblo conference mustered 
twenty-one men from four congregations, 
and in Denver fifty men gathered from 
five churches. More efficient churchmen 
will be the fruit of these meetings. 


The Mission Committee meeting in 
Denver with Secretary A. M. Knudsen, 
D.D., present to consider applications from 
the missions was thrilled with the heroic 
self-sacrifice of one’ pastor and congrega- 
tion assuming self-support. Though by 
comparison with others it could ill afford 
to do so, it stood by the scheduled aim to 
a. off the funds of the Board December 31, 

9. 


___ St. Mark’s, Pueblo, the Rev. Hugh Dowler 
pastor, is the church referred to. Pastor 
Dowler writes, “Having received aid so 
long, we feel that we must assume self- 
support and thus release funds to other 
needy fields.” What a fine example! The 
f 
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committee immediately voted resolutions 
of appreciation and commendation, and 
sent them to the pastor. 


Belen, N. M. The Rev. Joseph W. 
Peterson, pastor of this congregation and 
statistical secretary of synod, attended the 
first statisticians’ school to be conducted 
by the U. L. C. A,, held in Harrisburg, 
Pa., December 5 and 6. 


President R. B. Wolf has been busy out- 
side his own parish ministering to mission 
points at Calhan and La Junta. In this he 
has been assisted by Pastors W. C. Conradi, 
Hugh Dowler and Charles L. Ramme and 
by Laymen E. H. Rights of Messiah 
Church, Denver, member of the Board of 
American Missions, and John Hiller of 
Colorado Springs. 


Albuquerque, N. M., the Rev. W. F. 
Martin pastor. November 19 a unique serv- 
ice was held in St. Paul’s under the spon- 
sorship of a committee of laymen appointed 
by the Brotherhood. This committee pre- 
pared a huge book, measuring four by 
seven feet when open, bearing the title, 
“Christian Joy,” and devoted to a presen- 
tation of the benevolent causes of the 
Church. Each of the eight Boards was 
given a double-spread page on which were 
printed in large letters the highlights of 
that Board’s activity. Eight laymen and 
women supplemented this printed infor- 
mation by five-minute talks about the re- 
spective Boards. The service launched the 
Every Member Visitation. 


Unique Christmas Display 
The eyes of the Southwest, and indeed 
of tourists from other parts of the coun- 
try, are focused on the little mining town 
of Madrid, N. M., fifty-four miles north- 
east of Albuquerque, at this time of the 
year, for perhaps one of the largest com- 
munity Christmas displays is to be found 
there. The magnificent spectacle is so 
widely and favorably known that TWA 
planes are routed over Madrid during 
Christmas. The village is situated in a 
valley closely hemmed in by mountains 
on either side; most of the displays are 
placed on the sides of the mountains. Each 
year the old, old story of the Saviour’s 
birth is told impressively in the brilliantly 
lighted displays of this coal-mining town, 

and thousands go to see and admire. 


From Laramie the Rev. Leland C. Soker 
sends the Christmas number of Trinity Lu- 
theran Herald, a delightful 8-page parish 
paper in three colors. One can see behind 
it brains, art and devotion, but it also re- 
veals the fine activity and spirit with which 
the work is being promoted. It shows a 
building fund goal not merely met but sur- 
passed; it shows not only members helping 
but also a sizable list of friends not yet 
members; the activity of the men giving 
a congregational dinner without help from 
their wives; the well-planned and success- 
ful Every Member Visitation. 

The Christmas schedule included a 
Young People’s caroling party and a New 
Year’s Watch party. The annual congre~ 
gational meeting will be held January 18, 
with a supper, reports and elections. The 
Ladies’ Aid Society presented the treasury 
with a check for $100. Christmas baskets 
are being prepared for the Welfare De- 
partment, and a number of Common Serv- 
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ice Books are being given to the church. 

From this congregation comes Mr. Wil- 
liam J. Kulow, helpful layman, member of 
the Mission Committee of synod and pres- 
ident of the synodical Brotherhood. 


Word from Dr. Harvey S. Lawrence, for- 
mer pastor, reveals that he has had a 
breakdown and has been under medical 
care for some time. His address is the 
“Cohn Barnard Sanitarium,” Martinsville, 
Indiana. 


SUNNY TENNESSEE 
By the Rev. I. W. Gernert 


A very successful Leadership Training 
School has just closed, participated in by 
the four churches in Nashville. The pas- 
tors were the teachers, and there were 
fifty-four to enroll and qualify for credit. 
There is a fine spirit prevailing among the 
churches, many projects being undertaken 
unitedly by them. Recently the Lutheran 
laymen of Davidson County provided the 
funds with which to paint the exterior and 
interior of the United Lutheran Church 
of which the Rev. J. D. Larsen is pastor. 
The Luther Leagues are holding quarterly 
rallies in the various churches, and this 
is proving a splendid medium for our 
young people better to understand their 
field. 


The Governor of the state is a Lutheran, 
and since his inauguration has missed 
only a few Sundays at worship at the 
First Lutheran Church. He “is proud to be 
a Lutheran,” and is giving a good account 
of himself as the Governor of Tennessee. 

A number of Lutheran students have 
come to Nashville to enroll in the institu- 
tions in “The Athens of the South.” 


The Rev. Day Wertz, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, is making his influence felt by 
teaching a class of boys in one of the 
state’s correction institutions. 


The Rev. Henry C. Castor of Memorial 
Church is advancing the cause of Christ 
in his fast growing field. Only recently a 
preaching mission was held. 


The Rev. J. D. Larsen has perhaps the 
only “Inner Mission” work in the Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee Synod. It is located in 
Nashville and reports a net gain of nine- 
teen members. The three combined choirs, 
Junior, Youth and Seniors of the First 
Lutheran Church, consisting of 85 voices, 
on December 17 presented their Christmas 
music of carols to an overflow audience 
in the First Church. Prof. E. J. Gatwood 
of Peabody College is the Minister of 
Music. 


I. W. Gernert, D.D., has been elected 
vice-chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the local chapter of the American Red 
Cross, and has just retired as the pres- 
ident of the Nashville Pastors’ Association. 


“JoHN BunyAN tells how once, when he 
was ‘quite worn out with fear’ the words, 
‘He is able,” sounded suddenly within his 
heart: ‘It seemed to be writ in great let- 
ters, and gave such a jostle to my fear 
and doubt as I never had.’” 
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MAPLE LEAVES AND 
BEAVERS 


By the Rev. N. Willison, Litt.D. 


Tuls is the eighth day of December, not 
much more than two weeks before Christ- 
mas, but the weather suggests a cor- 
responding date in September. The sun 
is bright and warm and there is no snow 
on the ground. We have had weeks of 
weather almost like this. Not for half a 
century has it been so mild in the Cana- 
dian West. In the province of Alberta the 
temperature has been up to sixty-one de- 
grees and signs of spring are reported, 
such as the swelling of the buds on the 
trees and the blooming of “Prairie Anem- 
ones.” It has been a glorious season. 

A few evenings ago I stood watching the 
sunset—we have had so many remarkable 
sunsets. The sky was overcast with clouds 
to within a narrow space near the horizon, 
but that space was remarkably clear. As 
I watched, the sun emerged from behind 
the clouds, shone brilliantly for a few 
minutes, and then, at about four o’clock, 
disappeared from view. The train of glory 
that followed fascinated me. Wave upon 
wave of color of indescribable tints—the 
entire spectrum in manifold gradations of 
shade—moved over the sky. It was but 
for a little time, but I lingered, musing. 
I could not help thinking of all the love- 
liness that clouds often obscure, or utterly 
conceal, but also of all that other love- 
liness that we would never see were there 
no clouds at all. Had the entire sky been 
covered I would not have seen the sun 
at all, nor would there have been any 
sunset glory; but had there been no 
clouds near the sun my attention would 
not have been drawn to the heavens and 
I would have regarded the evening as a 
commonplace not worthy of remark. The 
facts were impressive. If there were no 
break in the clouds of human ignorance 
and suffering and the Sun of Righteous- 
ness were completely hidden from the 
world, there could be no relief from pre- 
vailing distress; but, on the other hand, 
if there were no clouds near the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth the wonders of salva- 
tion might not attract us. Clouds surely 
serve God’s purposes, not only in the realm 
of the physical, but also in that of the 
spiritual. May this apply also to the clouds 
of war. Thank God for the Christ near 
the clouds! 


Death of Professor Mueller 


Another interesting figure in the life of 
our Church in Canada has passed out of 
view. It is the Rev. P. W. Mueller, M.A., 
recently professor of German in McMaster 
University, Hamilton, Ontario. The end 
came after a short illness at the age of 
seventy-two years. We had not thought 
him old nor frail: he seemed so rugged 
and active. Only last year did he retire 
from strenuous work as head of the De- 
partment of German in the university with 
which he had been associated for many 
years and in which he was held in very 
high esteem by faculty and students as 
an excellent teacher and genial associate. 
I knew him well, and had known him for 
thirty-five years. I first met him in Mus- 
koka, when, on behalf of the Home Mis- 
sion Committee of the Canada Synod, he 
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came to explore with me as chairman of 
the church council of a small congregation 
in a Muskoka town, the possibility of some 
arrangement by which the country con- 
gregation he had just left and the one I 
represented could be served by our pastor. 
Co-operation followed. 

For many years Professor Mueller was 
pastor in Toronto, also giving part-time 
service in the German departments of the 
University of Toronto and of McMaster 
University, then located in Toronto. When 
McMaster moved to Hamilton he followed 
and became head of his department. Dur- 
ing my pastorate of Trinity Church he 
was a member there; after that he trans- 
ferred to St. Paul’s congregation of which 
an old friend of his, Dr. J. Reble, is the 
pastor. It was in this church the funeral 
service was held. At this distance I can- 
not realize that he is gone. He had a keen 
and logical mind and was often heard in 
synodical debate. He was an entertaining 
host and an appreciative guest. His home 
in the city and his summer cottage on 
Georgian Bay were pleasant retreats for his 
many friends. He is survived by his widow 
and seven sons. 


Our Seminary at Saskatoon 


continues to enjoy evidences of favor. 
Since my last article was published, a con- 
stant friend surprised us with a check for 
$1,000 to augment the Library Endowment 
she established through a similar gift a 
year ago. Another friend who has come 
to our assistance repeatedly sent us $200 
for library and student aid. A former 
Ontario pastor sent a box of books; a Mani- 
toba Synod pastor has donated an annual 
proficiency prize; and a number of other 
gifts have been received. How happy such 
gifts make us! 

And I am sure they will continue to 
come. As the weeks pass new friends will 
want to have a share in this great and ex- 
panding enterprise. Our overhead is low 
and investments will surely pay big div- 
idends in genuine blessings of service. The 
installation of our new professors, Dr. E. 
Gomann and the Rev. C. Kleiner was >n 
event of far-reaching interest. The pres- 


ident of the University’ of Saskatchewan 


and the principals of the other colleges 
affiliated with this university were present 
at the picturesque function. Strengthened 
as we are through the co-operation of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church, we are able 
to offer to all students a training that is 
comprehensive and thorough. 


Her many friends throughout the Church 
will be glad to learn of the safe return 
from Germany of Mrs. Werner Magnus. 


The Rev. Henry Hodel,a graduate of our 
seminary, and until last spring pastor of 
Trinity Church in Saskatoon, is still in 
Germany but is permitted to continue at- 
tendance at the university. 


CHOIR BROADCAST 


The Choir of the Philadelphia Seminary 
will present a program of sacred music 
through radio station WCAU, Philadelphia, 
January 6, from 1.15 to 1.30 P. M. This 
station broadcasts on 1170 kilocycles. The 
choir is composed of twenty-three voices, 
and is under the direction of Dr. George 
R. Seltzer. 
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REMEMBERS MIDLAND 


College Receives Gifts and President 
Wiegman Is Honored 


Two gifts totaling $1,550 have been re- 
ceived by Midland College in recent weeks. 
The first, a check for $1,000, came from a 
Lutheran couple who requested that their 
names be withheld, while the second was 
$550 in Scripps-Howard newspaper stock 
from Herbert Walker, Midlander, now gen- 
eral manager of NEA, Inc., the world’s 
largest newspaper syndicate with central 
headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio. The Lu- 
theran couple said in a letter to President 
Fred C. Wiegman that they had been 
moved to send Midland the $1,000 after 
hearing their pastor read from the pulpit 
a letter which President Wiegman had 
written regarding Midland’s work. They 
had planned to invest the $1,000 for them- 
selves, but decided to invest it in young 
people instead. 

Midland College, Fremont, Nebr., and its 
new president have received four out- 
standing honors in recent weeks, the col- 
lege becoming the first Nebraska institu- 
tion granted chapters of Pi Delta Epsilon 
and Alpha Pi Epsilon, national honorary 
groups, while President Fred C. Wiegman 
has received the Nebraska City Distin- 
guished Service award and been named 
to the Nebraska Progress Committee. 

President Wiegman received the Ne- 
braska City award, a Rotary-sponsored 
honor, as a “good and faithful servant of 
church, school and community.” He and 
Chancellor C. S. Boucher of the state uni- 
versity are the only college heads on the 
Progress Committee, which will plan a 
program of agricultural and industrial de- 
velopment for Nebraska. 

Pi Delta Epsilon, national honorary jour- 
nalism fraternity with chapters in thirty 
outstanding institutions in twelve states 
and the District of Columbia, granted Mid- 
land a charter because of the school’s out- 
standing journalism record under Prof. W. 
Emerson Reck. 

Alpha Pi Epsilon is an honorary secre- 
tarial society with chapters from Cali- 
fornia to Connecticut. Miss Mildred Kies, 
instructor in shorthand and typewriting, 
is sponsor of the group. 

Three outstanding improvements have 
been made on the Midland College campus 
at Fremont, Nebr., since the Rev. Fred C. 
Wiegman became president in September. 
The college chapel has been beautified and 
converted into a liturgically correct place 
of worship by the installation of a walnut 
altar and a reredos. The Rev. Alfred J. 
Beil, Topeka, Kan., 1921 graduate, pre- 
sented the altar, and the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary Society of Nebraska has donated 
$100 for the reredos. 

Beautification of the chapel started with 
the presentation of a painting of “Christ 
Among the Lawyers,” by the Rev. Charles 
A. Puls, Lawrence, Kan., president of Mid- 
land’s Board and a 1923 graduate, during 
Golden Jubilee year and continued last 
summer with the rearrangement of seats 
to provide a center aisle. 

The other major improvements at Mid- 
land this fall have been the construction of 
a Student Union and the landscaping of 
the campus around the Administration 
Building. The Union includes three large 
rooms, one for active games, one for quiet 
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games and the third for study or reading. 
The students and: faculty wives did much 
of the work on the project, although an 
expenditure of about $1,000 was necessary. 

The landscaping project has been done 
by two nurseries which furnished men, 
materials and time in payment of pledges 
made during the Midland Emphasis Week 
held in September with Fremont over- 
subscribing a $2,500 goal for Midland by 
$1,200. Another improvement has been 
providing a lounge for women. The Fac- 
ulty Women’s Club took the initiative in 
this project. 


FIFTH GENERATION EN- 
ROLLS AT COLLEGE 


ONE name was conspicuous on the roll 
of the freshman ciass at Gettysburg College 
this year, because it represented the fifth 
generation of one family and the third 
generation of another at this institution. 
Frederick G. Gotwald, class of 1943, has 
been preceded by twelve others whose 
graduation dates go back to the founding 
of the college. 

Both of his parents, Luther A. Gotwald 
and Ethel G. Bare Gotwald, were mem- 
bers of the class of 1918. Of the second 
generation two uncles, David E. S. Got- 
wald, ’22, and H. Ziegler Bare, Ex-’27, also 
attended Gettysburg. The third genera- 
tion finds both grandfathers attending, 
Frederick G. Gotwald, Ex-’88, and Wil- 
liam F. Bare, 93. Two brothers of Fred- 
erick G. Gotwald of this generation, Robert 
C. Gotwald, Ex-’84, and George D. Got- 
wald, ’82, rounded out the third generation. 

Frederick’s great-grandfather, Luther A. 
Gotwald, ’57, with two brothers, Washing- 
ton V. Gotwald, ’60, and William H. Got- 
wald, ’66, were the graduates of the fourth 
generation. 

David Gotwald, the great-great-grand- 
father, graduated from Gettysburg The- 
ological Seminary in 1830 and was a patron 
of the college in 1832. He also served the 
college as trustee from 1834 to 1843. 


THIEL COLLEGE 


Tue Thiel College Chorus co-operated 
with the Orpheus Club and Mercer Music 
Club in the annual presentation of Handel’s 
“Messiah” at the Reformed Church, Green- 
ville, Pa., Sunday evening, December 10. 
Mrs. Luther A. Malmberg directed the 
combined choruses, and Miss Grace C. 


- Murray, Thiel choral director, accompanied 


at the organ and Miss Dorothy Vogel, 741, 
accompanied at the piano. 

November 28 the organization of min- 
isterial students known as the T. B. Roth 
Club held a pane! discussion with the 
Greenville Ministerial Association on the 
topic, “The Students’ Attitude Toward Re- 
ligion on the Campus.” 

Dean Luther A. Malmberg represented 
the college at the meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools of 


_ the Middle Atlantic States at Atlantic City, 


N. J., late in November. Prof. Roy H. 


_ Johnson, Ph.D., and four students attended 


the Atlantic Regional Conference of the 
_ International Relations Club at New Jer- 
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sey College for Women, New Brunswick, 
N. J., December 8-10. 

“The Christmas Pageant of the Holy 
Grail” was given in the Thiel Chapel on 
the evenings of December 13 and 14, un- 
der the direction of Prof. J. H. Mecon- 
nahey, Ph.D. 

At a special meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of Thiel College, the contract for 
the excavation and foundation of the new 
dormitory for girls was let. Total resources 
for the building are about $65,000, a con- 
siderable part of which is in real estate. 
It is estimated that the building will cost 
$153,000 unfurnished. It is expected that 
funds will be raised in Greenville in the 
near future, and it will be necessary that 
the friends of Christian higher education 
in the Pittsburgh Synod respond with ad- 
ditional gifts in order that this very neces- 
sary undertaking be not delayed. The 
Board is stressing the importance of placing 
the college on a stronger financial basis 
and seeing the dormitory project to com- 
pletion. 


HARTWICK COLLEGE, 
ONEONTA, N. Y. 


THE summary of registration for the 
present year at Hartwick College is as 
follows: Seniors, 54; juniors, 43; sopho- 
mores, 54; sub-sophomores, 41; freshmen, 
90; transfer, 13; unclassified, 5; a total of 
300. Of these 165 are men and 135 women. 

The large number of women in the 
freshman class, 52, is unusual. 

Business science is the most popular 
field of study at Hartwick, with an en- 
rollment of 252. English runs a close sec- 
ond with 230. Sccial studies, religion and 
education follow with 191, 169, and 137 
respectively; and psychology and biology 
number well over 100 each. 

Hartwick alumni have begun to organize 
divisional units. It is hoped that before 
the end of the present school year groups 
can be organized for southern, central and 
western New York. The launching of the 
central group took place at a dinner meet- 
ing October 14 in Utica. Some twenty for- 
mer students were present to hear Dr. 
Louis F. Hackemann outline the plan for 
a Greater Hartwick. 

—From Hartwick News Bulletin. 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVER- 
SITY 


Tue Conservatory of Music, a major de- 
partment on the Selinsgrove, Pa., campus 
since 1900 and recognized for many years 
for its high degree of excellency in the 
training of public school music teachers, 
received its highest professional recogni- 
tion during the past week when the Penn- 
sylvania Department of Public Instruction 
accredited it for music supervisor certifica- 
tion. The department had been certified 
since 1928 for the preparation of teachers 
of public school music in secondary edu- 
cation. 

In recent years Susquehanna Univer- 
sity’s Conservatory has had rapid growth 
—in student enrollment and academic 
progress. Graduates in this department 
have found favor in high educational po- 
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sitions and just recently one of the grad- 
uates became city supervisor of music in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. The Conservatory has 
a welcome for college men and women 
who would make their lives richer by in- 
telligent study of the art of music as well 
as those students who would make music 
a profession. 

Dr. E. Edwin Sheldon, present director 
of the Conservatory, has been in the de- 
partment for twenty-six years. The first 
class in this department was graduated in 
1902 and the following year Dr. Sheldon 
began his first tenure as director of the 
Conservatory. In 1910 he accepted a sim- 
ilar position with the Lebanon Valley 
College Conservatory of Music which posi- 
tion he held until 1920, when he returned 
to the Selinsgrove campus. 

President G. Morris Smith reports the 
enrollment of the university for the pres- 
ent scholastic year as 339 students as com- 
pared with 331 last year. The women’s 
residence and the men’s dormitories are 
completely occupied. 


AN EVANGELISM 
CAMPAIGN 


Tue Methodist folk of Williamsport, Pa., 
and nearby communities, sponsored an 
evangelism campaign from November 27 
to December 7, 1939, under the direction 
of the Rev. Dr. Earl C. Kernahan of 
Washington, D. C., one of their evangelists. 

Through the courtesy of a local Meth- 
odist pastor, the Jersey Shore, Pa., Min- 
isterial Association was offered an oppor- 
tunity to co-operate. Six or seven local 
congregations accepted the offer, and some 
other congregations participated less fully. 
The campaign had two operations, the first 
being a town and suburb survey, with the 
Rev. W. R. Fitzgerald as chairman; and a 
“follow-up visitation” by representatives 
of the primary congregations, as an in- 
gathering effort, in pairs. 

The total number of calls was 1,396; 
and the names, 6,234. 40% per cent re- 
ported some religious instruction, and 5934 
per cent reported no instruction. The re- 
port failed to give the total church mem- 
bership, but did give membership else- 
where as 207; specific preference, 845; no 
church preference, 303; and canvass re- 
sponsibilities, 1,355. The “result” showed 
about 293 prospects for Jersey Shore’s lim- 
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ited area, and 372 for the total area. The 
campaign had careful instruction and 
guidance. 

In a locally inspired and conducted can- 
vass made by the Ministerial Association, 
October 1938, the total names, from a 
wider area, were about 6,556, distributed 
as follows: resident members, 3,461; non- 
resident members, 331; not affiliated, over 
twelve years, 453; not affiliated, under 
twelve, 698; non-attending preferences, 
723; no church preference, 97; non-church, 
820. The fourteen congregations repre- 
sented on the cards, account for 5,736 of 
the population in the four- or five-mile- 
wide area. In this area each congregation 
was to take care of its own prospective 
membership. Tra M. WaLxtaAcE. 

Jersey Shore, Pa. 


U. L. C. A. BROTHERHOOD 
COMMITTEE MEETS 


THE Administrative Committee of the 
Brotherhood of the United Lutheran 
Church met at the Philadelphia Theological 
Seminary, Mt. Airy, December 9. The fol- 
lowing members were present: Milton 
Deck, president; O. Roy Frankenfield, sec- 
retary; H. A. Fritsch, treasurer; Earl W. 
Bader, executive secretary; the Rev. C. F. 
Brobst, and Paul A. Weidley, D.D. 

Treasurer Fritsch reported that at the 
close of November the sum of $1,060 had 
been received from 150 Brotherhoods for 
the twenty-first Birthday Offering. It was 
decided that an annual Thank Offering 
should be received each “Brotherhood 
Sunday,” the Sunday nearest October 15. 

A request was made by the American 
Federation of Lutheran Brotherhoods that 
the executive secretary, Earl W. Bader, be 
permitted to give the Federation part-time 
service, in addition to his work for the 
Brotherhood of the United Lutheran 
Church. The following motion was adopted: 

“In view of the request of the American 
Federation of Lutheran Brotherhoods that 
Mr. Bader also serve them on the field, 
for which they will reimburse him and 
pay expenses, that we accede to their re- 
quest provided such an arrangement will 
accrue to our mutual advantage. If expe- 
rience discloses that our work will suffer, 
we reserve the right to cancel the arrange- 
ment upon notice.” 

Most favorable reports were given con- 
cerning the plans for the convention of the 
Brotherhood to be held in Omaha, Nebr., 
October 6-8, 1940. A local committee in 
that city is already formulating plans 
which will insure a fine convention. The 
Administrative Committee has requested 
the Committee on Publicity of the United 
Lutheran Church to promote the publicity 
of the 1940 convention, as they have done 
so successfully heretofore. The Adminis- 
trative Committee adopted as the theme 
for the 1940 convention the following: 
“Forward with Christ.” 

It was agreed that January and February 
be designated as “Loyalty Months” for the 
promotion of the annual Membership Roll 
Call, and the solicitation of subscriptions 
to Lutheran Men. It was also decided that 
after March 1, 1940, “Introductory sub- 
scriptions to Lutheran Men shall be 
seventy-five cents instead of fifty cents. 
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Introductory subscriptions of six or more 
to one address at sixty cents will be ac- 
cepted. 

The next meeting of the Administrative 
Committee will be held Saturday. Jan- 
uary 20, 1940, at the Philadelphia Sem- 
inary. Paut A. WEDLEY, Reporter. 


YOUNG LUTHERANS SING 
CAROLS AT HOSPITAL 


Tue holiday season was made a bit 
brighter for the shut-ins and children of 
one large New York hospital when, on 
December 23, a hundred Lutheran young 
people visited Lenox Hill Hospital to sing 
hymns and Christmas carols. The caroling 
was sponsored by the Young People’s Fel- 
lowship of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Manhattan, Dr. A. B. Moldenke and the 
Rev. W. J. Villaume pastors. Included 
among the choristers were students from 
the Lutheran clubs of New York Univer- 
sity, Columbia, Cooper Union and Hunter 
College as well as vocalists from St. Peter’s. 

The carolers rode from the church to the 
hospital in four holly-decked hay wagons. 
Heading the colorful procession was a float 
on which Santa Claus sat enthroned. With 
him were four “gnomes” who acted as 
helpers. The float, which also carried four 
trumpeters, was decorated with a fire- 
place, Christmas tree, holly branches and 
artificial snow. 

While moving up one of the city’s busy 
avenues the group sang several appro- 
priate hymns. The wagons circled the hos- 
pital and then an old English carol was 
sung in front of the main entrance. How- 
ever, the major portion of the musical pro- 
gram was given in the hospital’s loge or 
open-air court. From windows and bal- 
conies patients viewed the proceedings and 
heard carols which people have loved for 
centuries. In some cases, where patients 
were bed-ridden, mirrors were placed in 
their rooms so that they could see into the 
courtyard below without moving. 

The carolers later broke up into small 
groups and sang several selections in 
wards. Santa Claus and his helpers, to- 
gether with a band of choristers, visited 
the children’s wards ‘and entertained them. 


SACRAMENTO CHURCH 
REPORTS SUCCESSFUL 
YEAR 


Aut indications point to the fact that the 
year 1939 has been a fine one for St. John’s 
Church, Sacramento, Calif., the Rev. H. W. 
Opperman pastor. 

It has been a year of consolidating gains 
—making new ones—and spreading out in 
other activities. The greatest progress has 
been made in our organizational setup. 
The Dorcas Society was organized and now 
has a membership of 18. It is affiliated with 
the Women’s Missionary Society of synod, 
and promotes a fine fellowship each month. 
The Men’s Forum came into being in Feb- 
ruary, with 21 charter members and ten 
months later boasts an active membership 
of 51, The Men’s Forum has taken an 
active interest in the formation of a new 
Conference Brotherhood, and at an or- 
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ganization meeting in Berkeley in October 
the Forum had the most members present. 
Mr. W. F. Bening, a member of the Forum, 
is chairman of the synodical Brotherhood 
Committee. The Ladies’ Aid at their last 
meeting had the largest attendance in years 
and has recently remodeled the kitchen. 
Luther Leagues have showed a steady gain, 
and this year entertained the annual con- 
vention of the Northern District. A new 
Intermediate League is in process of for- 
mation. A nursery has been brought into 
being. 

In the realm of increases, 43 new mem- 
bers have united wtih St. John’s Church 
this year—a confirmation class for 1940 of 
16 is under instruction, the largest class in 
twenty years. The choir has increased its 
membership and has been rated as one of 
the three best in the city. The choir music 
each Sunday has been called by one of the 
foremost music men of Sacramento, “the 
finest church music in Northern Cali- 
fornia.” 

Again St. John’s has paid its bills 
promptly each month—paid its benevolence 
apportionment to synod 100 per cent, and 
was the first church in the synod to reach 
its quota in the Midland College appeal. 

Spiritually the progress in the congre- 
gation cannot be measured by statistics or 
mere words. However, an index that is 
hard to deny is the fact that our com- 
munion seasons are larger at all times, that 
of December 3 being the largest with the 
exception of Easter during the present 
pastorate. 


MAKING CHURCH WORK 
KNOWN 


Chattanooga. Tenn. The Rev. H. A. Mc- 
Cullough, Jr., pastor of the Church of the 
Ascension in Chattanooga, has found a 
way to make the work of the Church 
familiar to the members of his church 
school. As a part of the church school 
period each Sunday morning each of the 
adult classes, including the young people, 
consider for a twenty-five- or thirty- 
minute session leading articles in THE 
LuTHERAN, Lutheran Men, The Luther 
League Review, Lutheran Woman’s Work, 
and other promotional literature. The class 
teachers are responsible for the selection 
and preparation of this material for class 
presentation and discussion. This program, 
in addition to a thirty-minute Bible study, 
was inaugurated the first of October and 
thus far is proving most interesting and 
helpful in getting the Church’s message 
in print across to the people. 

Pastor McCullough adds: “Getting sub- 
scriptions is one thing, and getting the 
information read and used is another. It is 
in both of these interests that we have 
adopted this program at least for a trial 
period of six months.” 


ANNIVERSARY OBSERVED 
AT STAUNTON, VA. 


DecemsBer 3 was a happy day for the 
members and friends of Christ Church, 
Staunton, Va., the Rev. Raymond D. Wood 
pastor, for it was the fiftieth anniversary 
of the dedication of the present building. 
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In this past year improvements have been 
made and the church rededicated on the 
day mentioned above. Dr. R. Homer 
Anderson, superintendent of the Virginia 
Synod, preached the sermon. Special 
music was a feature of the service. 

Among the additions are the pastor’s 
study in the tower of the church, and a 
new choir rail hanging given by Mrs. Wil- 
helmina Vollers Maxson of Ambler, Pa., 
in memory of her aunt, Mrs. J. J. Prufer. 
Improvements included new pew cushions 
and carpet, given by the Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety; remodeling and redecorating the 
sacristy, the gift of Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Blosser. Others made themselves respon- 
sible for the cost of redecorating the walls 
and ceilings, enlarging the chancel, re- 
arrangement of the choir platform, tile 
floors in vestibules and in the Sunday 
school, repairs to the organ and an air- 
conditioning unit in the furnace. 

The first Lutheran services and Sunday 
school were held in Staunton in 1843, in 
the old Bell Tavern. Ten years later Cen- 
tral Lutheran congregation was organized 
and the cornerstone for the church was 
laid. The next year this basement build- 
ing was damaged by the great flood, but 
in 1856 the completed church was ded- 
icated with appropriate services. 


In 1888 a new church was built on Lewis 
Street and the following year the name 
was changed to Christ Church. The entire 
church plant has been renovated several 
times since then. 

Christ Church has ten members living 
today who were members at the time of 
the dedication of the present building a 
half century ago. 


PRESIDENT OF NEW YORK 
SYNOD SENDS MESSAGE 
TO PASTORS 


THE Rev. Samuel G. Trexler, president 
of the United Synod of New York, sent a 
message to the 500 pastors of the synod 
urging that they offer special prayers for 
Finland during the services Sunday, De- 
cember 17. He also recommended that 
church members be urged to give gen- 
erous gifts for Finnish Relief. 

Dr. Trexler pointed out that “the people 
of this northern land have, with unique 
distinction, clung to their faith in the face 
of many trials so that today it is known 
as the land of Lutherans.” 

The officers of the synod “recommended 
that special prayers for this nation be of- 
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fered as for those of your own household 
of faith, on Sunday, December 17, not 
neglecting daily prayers for them as well 
as all mankind.” 

Dr. Trexler suggested the use of the fol- 
lowing prayer during the service on Sun- 
day: 

“O Lord God of infinite mercy, we 
humbly beseech Thee to look down upon 
the nations now engaged in war. Reckon 
not against Thy people their many in- 
iquities, but grant them true repentance 
and amendment of life that the lust of 
man’s heart may be conquered by Thy 
Spirit of gentleness and righteousness. 
Look in mercy on those immediately ex- 
posed to peril, conflict, sickness, and death: 
comfort the prisoners, relieve the suffer- 
ings of the wounded, and show mercy to 
the dying. Remove in Thy good providence 
all causes and occasions of war; dispose 
the hearts of those engaged therein to 
moderation; and of Thy great goodness 
restore peace among the nations; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 


DEDICATION OF $50,000 
CHURCH AT BELLEROSE 


AmipsT a gathering of 685 people Pres- 
ident Samuel Trexler of the United Lu- 
theran Synod of New York dedicated the 
new edifice of Holy Trinity Church, Belle- 
rose, Long Island. The Rev. Dr. Paul 
Andrew Kirsch, assistant executive sec- 
retary of the Board of American Missions, 
preached the dedicatory sermon. 

January 1, 1939, Holy Trinity was com- 
pelled to vacate the church which was 
dedicated in 1931. The City of New York 
condemned the church to make way for a 
parkway which connects the Sound with 
the Ocean. 

The new building was erected at a cost 
of approximately $50,000. 

The congregation was founded in 1926 
by James Berg, then missionary superin- 
tendent. The present pastor has been on 
the field as the regular pastor since 1928. 
The congregation has grown to a member- 
ship of 531 and the Sunday school to 450. 
All the memorials were .preserved from 
the first edifice and installed in the new 
church. Several new memorials were also 
installed, including a 600-pound) bell. 


A GOLDEN JUBILEE 


Sr. Marx’s Cuurcu, Auburn, Ind., re- 
cently observed the Golden Jubilee of the 
congregation, with three services, and the 
formal re-opening of a transformed church 
auditorium. The initial work was begun 
in 1875, when the Rev. Levi Rice of Fair- 
field conducted services in a Baptist church 
of Auburn. The congregation organized 
with a charter membership of nineteen 
people. For four years they continued to 
worship in a rented church. In 1889, the 
present church was dedicated by the pas- 
tor, the Rev. N. J. Myers. Pastors W. D. 
Trover and J. C. Jessup had served briefly 
in the interim and strengthened the parish. 

The Rev. D. F. Kain served the pastor- 
ate two years. In 1891, J. D. Brosy, D.D., 
now pastor at Elkhart, began his pastorate 
in St. Mark’s, and he served fourteen years 
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IF ONLY— 
By Ivy Heilman Harmon, Rural Valley, Pa- 


IF ONLY we in earnest were 
About our Christian work, 

We could not then sit idly by 
And Christian duties shirk. 

Not duty, but a privilege rare, 
Regard the Master’s call, 

For in these tasks that come to us 
He speaks to one and all. 


Just in these so-called duties that 
We placidly ignore, 
In pleading tones He gently says, 
“O Christian, love Me more.” 
While we, in our indifference, 
In calmness and in ease, 
Have utter disregard for His 
Words, “Love Me more than these.” 


We seemingly care not at all 
That for us Jesus died, 
Or more zeal in His work would show 
Than all things else beside. 
And just as He for us has died, 
He died for millions more 
Who never yet of Him have heard 
Or blessings rich in store. 


Tis not alone our duties here 
In church and mission bands; 
For Christ commands we go or give 
To those in distant lands. 
If we could only hear His voice 
Now saying tenderly, 
“As ye do to the least of these 
Ye do it unto Me.” 


and brought the church to prosperity and 
strength. Pastors succeeding him in shorter 
terms were the following: A. B. Garman, 
S. E. Slater, and A. P. Soerensen. 

The Rev. O. B. Noren, took charge in 
1927. The pastorate is a successful one, 
and the extensive improvements to the 
interior and exterior of the church prove 
the strength of the ties that bind both pas- 
tor and flock to the Good Shepherd. Dr. 
H. E. Turney, president of Indiana Synod, 
delivered the jubilee sermon, preaching on 
the theme, “The Living Church of the 
Living God.” At an informal gathering 
in the afternoon, five charter members 
spoke briefly, and visiting pastors brought 
felicitations. Dr. Brosy, the only living 
former pastor, delivered the evening ser- 
mon, on the theme, “On What Basis Have 
We a Right to Expect Growth in the 
Church?” 


Richland Center, Too! 


is served by Pastor Noren. The church 
was painted, electric lights were installed, 
the interior was decorated, and October 15 
Pastor Noren and Pastor Claude Garrison 
delivered appropriate addresses at a re- 
dedication service. One of the surprises 
on the day of dedication at St. Mark’s 
Church was the presentation of a beautiful 
Lutheran clergyman’s gown, a gift from 
150 people to Pastor Noren, the synodical 
president investing the pastor before the 
opening of the service. The “Rural Parish 
Problem” apparently has been solved long 
since so far as the relationship of the 
Richland Center with the Auburn church 
under the capable leadership of Pastor 
Noren is concerned. 
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PERSONAL 


The Rev. Richard A. Beck, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Bowmanstown, Pa., was 
host to the Carbon County Lutheran Pas- 
toral Association December 12. 

The devotional service was in charge of 
Pastor Beck, and the speaker for the meet- 
ing was Dr. George Prutzman, a well- 
known physician of Palmerton, Pa., who 
is an active member of Holy Trinity 
Church. He gave a most instructive and 
intensely interesting address on the sub- 
ject, “The Relation Between the Physician 
and the Pastor.” 

The next meeting of the association will 
be held at Trinity Church, Lehighton, Pa., 
the Rev. Thomas Atkinson pastor. 


The Rev. Paul J. Gerberding, field mis- 
sionary of the Illinois Synod, reports that 
the new Sauganash-Edgebrook Mission in 
a choice residential section of Chicago is 
making progress. Services are held in the 
New Edgebrook school, and there is every 
prospect that before long another flourish- 
ing mission congregation will be added to 
the roll of the synod. 

This mission was a dream for years of 
the late Dr. John F. Seibert, who eight 
years ago pointed out this section as a 
place to be entered when sufficient homes 
should grace the then open prairie. On the 
main line north of the Milwaukee Road, 
this territory is rapidly building up with 
fine residences. The survey last summer 
by the Board of American Missions re- 
vealed many Lutherans in the area. 


The Rev. L. Paul Mueller of Walton, Ind., 
has accepted a call to become pastor of the 
Brookville Parish, Pennsylvania, and took 
up his duties there December 1. 


St. Luxe’s Cuurcu of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
observed the fifteenth anniversary in the 
Gospel ministry of its pastor, the Rev. 
Paul E. Schmidt, at the regular Sunday 
morning service, December 3. Mr. Fred- 
erick L. Rath, president of the Board, paid 
high tribute to the gospel ministry, after 
which he read letters of felicitation from 
the present and former presidents of the 
United Synod of New York, Dr. Samuel 
Trexler and Ellis B. Burgess; from the 
president of the Long Island Conference, 
the Rev. David G. Jaxheimer; and from 
Carroll J. Rockey, D.D., pastor of Hope 
Church, Detroit, Michigan, where Pastor 
Schmidt spent the first twelve years of his 
ministry. Messages were also read from 
other friends of Pastor artd Mrs. Schmidt. 

In appreciation of the services rendered 
by Pastor Schmidt during his three years 
at St. Luke’s the congregation presented 
him with a beautiful Common Service 
Book and a substantial purse. Not un- 
mindful of the services rendered by Mrs. 
Schmidt, special mention was given her, 
and in appreciation of her services a 
bouquet of chrysanthemums adorned the 
beautiful altar and were presented to her 
at the close of the service. In response to 
the congregation’s kindness Pastor Schmidt 
assured the members and friends of St. 
Luke’s that without their fine spirit of love, 
loyalty and co-operation the work of the 
pastor and his wife could not have achieved 
success and blessing. Pledging anew a 
continued and sincere service pastor and 
congregation look forward with joy to 
further service for the Master. 


THE LUTHERAN 


CONGREGATIONS 


Erie, Pa. December 3, at the Chief Serv- 
ice, Sister Edith Baden was installed as 
parish deaconess of Luther Memorial 
Church, Erie, Pa, E. F. Bachmann, D.D., 
pastor of the Mary J. Drexel Motherhouse 
for Deaconesses, Philadelphia, delivered 
the sermon and the pastor. E. Maclay Gear- 
hart, D.D., performed the act of installa- 
tion. Wednesday evening, December 6, a 
reception honoring Sister Edith was spon- 
sored by the Women’s Aid Society. A 
short program of music preceded the 
presentation of the Sister and the recep- 
tion concluded with refreshments served 
in the dining hall of the church. 

Miss Jenny G. Bonde, for fourteen years 
the capable parish secretary of Luther 
Memorial Church, was united in marriage 
with Andrew Aage Jessen of Bridgeport, 
Conn. The service was solemnized in this 
church, November 30, at 7.30 o’clock, Pas- 
tor E. M. Gearhart reading the service. 
The spacious nave of the church was filled 
to capacity. Mr. and Mrs. Jessen will make 
their home in Bridgeport, Conn. 


Mauch Chunk, Pa. Mrs. John Swartz 
was honored with a gift by teachers and 
officers of the church school of St. John’s 
Church, December 10, it being the occa- 
sion of her fiftieth anniversary as secre- 
tary of that body. Since her election to 
that responsible position in November 
1889, Mrs. Swartz has been absent from 
only five meetings, due to illness and death 
in her immediate family. 

Born in Coalport, Pa., she later moved 
to Mauch Chunk and has been a resident 
here for the past sixty-three years. She 
was a member of the church choir for 
fifteen years. Her record is commendable 
and attests to her diligent consideration of 
each detail associated with the office which 
she held. 


For LUTHERAN 
Boys and Girls... 


a juvenile plan of insurance at iowest possible rates 
with an automatic convertible feature at age 16. 
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M. P. MOLLER 


Builder of World Renowned Organs 
Presents a newly designed 


PORTABLE PIPE ORGAN 
The ideal organ for small churches, chapels, 
and similar uses. 

PRICED LOW LIBERAL TERMS 


The Miller custom built organs, large or 
small, contain mechanical refinements and 
artistic tone development that should be 
heard to be fully appreciated. 


Write us regarding your organ needs. 


M. P. MOLLER 


Factory and General Office: Hagerstown, Md. 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


(ur Free Catalog Saves 


Our Missionary Unit 
Serves Foreign Missionaries 


FOREIGN MISSIONARIES everywhere have 
had confidence in Wards Missionary Unit 
as the most economical source for personal 
supplies and mission equipment of quality. 
SECRETARIES and PURCHASING AGENTS 
of Foreign Missions find that our free 
catalog, with its 100,000 separate items, and 
our special quantity prices enable them to 
save money for their stations. 
MISSION BOARDS can economize by se- 
lecting hardware, paints, plumbing goods, 
electrical supplies and similar materials from 
our catalog, for shipment abroad. 
If you wish a Montgomery Ward catalog, for 
export use only, write TODAY for a free copy. 


MONTGOMERY WARD 
Export Missionary ant % Chicago, U. S. A. 


Py 
TZ. ee Please note in the rate table that the amount of 

id Y, insurance protection increases each year although 
the annual rate for each age remains the same! To il- 


~ \ustrate, at age 4 the amount of protection is $100.00, increas- 
. ing each year until at age 16 it is $1,000.00, but the annual 
premium at age 4 is only $2.76 and remains the same until 
age 16 when the policy converts to adult insurance. 


Where else can you buy life insurance protection for your 
children at such low annual rates? Write today or see your 
local representative for complete information. 


LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 


Lega. Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans 


Juvenile Rates 


insurance 
Protection 


Age Next Anpnua 
Birthday Rate 


Herman L. Ekern, President $ rie H ee 
MINNEAPOLIS MINNESOTA 75.00 3 2.78 
-——— — — — 100.00 4 2:76 
LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD, Minneapolis, Minn 130.00 5 2.82 
Please send information on Juvenile Life Insurance to 160.00 6 2.91 

Be | dl 

Dig Mame ies oi cise ccccctececcceunccctesvacencucces 320.00 9 3°30 

A 400.00 10 3.50 

Children’s Ages Are: ......0cccccetsccsccecscccsnvess 3.71 
PERMCLUD va ss Ro o¥ se es herd m ens Rs odin tia whee sec wese2 440 

> 4.85 

ARPA Bia ietag A Sanit: 4 4.0 2.0.56 SEMPRE sn cvee eee er 5.28 
——— nena A. 
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Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


and to 


THE FIRST 
ENGLISH 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


3119 W. Sixth St. 


David R. Huber, 
A D.D., Pastor 


In the heart of 
the Wilshire 
district. 


Morning Worship 
11: 00 A. M. 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 


SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 A. M. 


WHEN IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, VISIT 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF 
THE REDEEMER 
Rev. John L. Yost, D.D., Pastor 
731 Peachtree Street 


SUNDAY SERVICES, 11:00 A. M. 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 
“A Church with a Message” 


Rolling Canvas Curtains 


Used in Sunday Schools, chapels, ete., to di- 
vide class rooms. Easy and simple to operate. 
Sound-proof as wood partitions. Economical. 
Now in use in many churches. It is the most 
successful rolling partition obtainable. 

Large Velour Curtains a specialty. 

For prices, recommendations, and other 
particulars, write to 


WRIGHT & GAMBER, Lebanon, Pa. 
John G. Wright, Prop. 
“Endorsed by Leading Architects” 


The Improved Wright 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 


Sixth & Market Sts., Wilmington, N. C. 
Welcomes Lutheran Tourists 


On Coastal Highway—wU. S. Route 17. 
SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
WALTER B. FREED, Pastor 


HISTORIC AND ARTISTIC 
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Charleston, S. C. 
INVITES LUTHERAN TOURISTS 


Services 11:00 A. M. and 8:15 P. M. 
George J. Gongaware, Pastor 


THE LUTHERAN 


The church record of her husband is no 
less commendable. He has served on the 
church council for the past thirty years 
with the exception of one term of three 
years. He was secretary of the committee 
which saw to the erection of the beauti- 
ful new church and was the first English 
secretary of the church and is now pres- 
ident of the building committee. 

Mr. Edgar C. Miller is superintendent of 
the church school and the Rev. Addison C. 
Planz is the pastor, 


Rochester, N. Y. Attendances at Refor- 
mation Church have been markedly good, 
and records at Communion show that 1,102 
communed during the past year. This con- 
gregation is divided into three districts, 
one for each of the three members of the 
church staff: Pastor, Frederick R. Knubel, 
D.D.; assistant pastor, the Rev. Herman 
B. Miller; deaconess, Sister Louise .Stitzer. 
This staff reported 2,212 calls made in 1939 
as compared with 1,463 the previous year. 
A district can be covered in about eighteen 
months. Once this is completed, districts 
are changed, so that in every four years 
each staff member covers the entire church. 

The confirmation class this year is un- 
usual, at least in that all members have 
already had a year of instruction in the 
junior class. They will be confirmed on 
Whitsunday. 

The active membership of the congre- 
gation is 1,512, a net increase of 18. 

The report of the assistant pastor cen- 
tered on the educational program and the 
Young People’s program. An unusually 
faithful staff of teachers and officers keeps 
the machinery of the school in good run- 
ning order, and the school has been faith- 
ful to its purpose of contributing largely 
to the reduction of the indebtedness of the 
church incurred through the parish school, 
giving $1,000 in 1939. The vacation Bible 
school had a fine enrollment and a new 
Lutheran Student Association was begun. 

Sister Louise covers a multitude of activ- 
ities where the ministration of mercy is an 
important feature. 


LET’S LOOK AT THE 
RECORD 


(Continued from page 2) 


$2,000,000 to go before they are again at 
their 1930 level. 

All in all, the figures indicate that the 
Lutheran Church in the United States and 
Canada had a year of normal progress in 


PHILADELPHIA’S 
Messiah Lutheran - “The Friendly Church” 


SIXTEENTH AND JEFFERSON STREETS 


(1500 North) 


INVITES YOU TO HER SERVICES 
SUNDAYS: 10:00 A. M. 


11:00 A.M. (WDAS) 
6:30 P.M. Luther Leagues 
7:30 P.M. (Doors Open 6: 30) 


THURSDAYS: 7:30 P. M. (WDAS) 


J anuary 3, 1940 


1938. Increases in membership show that 
souls are being sought and added. In- 
creases in expenditures for local work and 
for the general work of the Church show 
an aroused interest in the Church and its 
mission. At most, however, statistics can 
only present outward evidences of what 
may be in the hearts of church people. 
Encouraged by the past record and re- 
joicing in the grace of God that has 
brought it to pass, Lutherans of North 
America should press hopefully and faith- 
fully on—N. B. C. Bulletin. 


Reports indicate that eighteen pastors of 
the Missouri Synod are now devoting full 
time to ministry among the deaf. Ap- 
proximately 6,000 deaf men and women in 
237 cities in the United States and Canada 
are being served. Of this number 2,184 
are communicant members of the synod. 
Several other pastors are giving part-time 
service without remuneration. More than 
700 deaf children are receiving catechetical 
instruction in the various American city 
and state schools and in some of Canada’s 
provincial schools for the deaf. In nine 
cities there are Missouri Synod Lutheran 
churches for the deaf: Chicago, Milwaukee, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis, Spokane, Seattle, 
Portland, Omaha, and St. Louis. A tenth 
is being constructed in Detroit. Work 
among the deaf was initiated in 1873 with 
the establishment of a Lutheran school 
for the deaf in Detroit, Mich. 


BIBLE courses are being offered in the 
Reidsville, N. C., public schools this year. 
A full-time teacher has been employed to 
conduct the courses. Regular high school 
credits will be given. 


OBITUARY 


Mrs. Anson W. Lindenmuth 


The silver anniversary celebration of the pas- 
torate of the Rev. Dr. Anson William Linden- 
muth at St. Stephen’s Church, Allentown, Pa., 
was suddenly interrupted Monday evening, 
December 4, by the sudden death of his wife, 
Emma A. Lindenmuth, at the parsonage. 

Emma A. Lindenmuth was born June 15, 1880, 
near Stine’s Corner, Lehigh County, Pa., the 
daughter of Joseph and Agnes Werley. She re- 
sided in Allentown for the past twenty-four 
years and was a faithful and devoted member 
of St. Stephen’s Church and Bible school. 

Her loyal interest in her congregation was 
further shown by her having served in turn as 
treasurer of the Bible Class and the Ladies’ Aid 
Society, and superintendent and teacher in the 
Primary Department. At the time of her death 
she was a memberof the Luther League, Ladies’ 
Aid, Women’s Missionary Societies, and super- 
ocak part of the Home Department of the Bible 
school. 

Besides her interest in the local congregation, 
she was interested in the church at large and 
was a member of the Women’s Auxiliaries of 
Muhlenberg College and of the Lutheran The- 
ological Seminary at Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, 
and of the Allentown Y. M. C. A. 

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours; and their works 
do follow them.” 


SYNODS 


The one hundred eleventh annual convention 
of the Lutheran Synod of Virginia will be held 
at St. Mark’s Church, Roanoke, Va., J. L. 
Sieber, D.D., pastor, January 23-26, 1940. The 
opening session will be held at 7.00 P. M. 

Hugh J. Rhyne, Sec. 


The one hundred fifteenth annual convention 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of South 
Carolina will meet at St. Matthew’s Church, 
Charleston, S. C., W. C. Davis, D.D., pastor, 
January 24-26. The opening session will be 
held on the morning of the twenty-fourth at 
11.30 o'clock. Karl W. Kinard, Sec. 
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— Just Off Press — 


THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY 
By Paul Zeller Strodach 


The Proper Collects used at worship on the Sundays and Fes- 
tivals of the Church Year are considered in their historic setting 
and interpreted devotionally for the worshiper. This is a com- 
panion volume to the author’s “The Church Year.” For leaders 
in worship and all desirous of attaining the spirit of devotion, this 
is an invaluable aid that merits a place in one’s study, together 
with the service book, as preparation is made for participation in 
the worship of the congregation, or for use in one’s private devo- 
tions. Cloth. Price, $2.00. 


THE LESSON COMMENTARY 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Our Annual Lesson Help on the International Uniform Lessons for 1940 
Edited by Charles P. Wiles and D. Burt Smith 


THE LESSON COMMENTARY does not duplicate the lesson treatments pro- 
vided in our Augsburg monthly and quarterly helps on the International Uniform 
Lessons. It supplements them. Its treatment is comprehensive. 

Each lesson treatment consists of: The Bible Text, The Golden Text, The 
Lesson Goal, The Lesson Plan, The Lesson Introduced, The lesson Interpreted, 
The Lesson Applied. 

Price, $1.75 a copy, postpaid; in quantities of five or more, at $1.40, delivery extra. 


THE CHURCH YEAR CALENDAR 
Price, 30 cents a copy; 25 for $5.25; 100 for $17.00. 


YEAR BOOK 


Special Features 
The outstanding features of the 1940 Year Book are pictures 
of the budgeted Boards, and a complete directory of all of the 
men who have served as members of those boards during the 
twenty years of the U. L. C. A., and the brand-new, up-to- 
the-minute cover design. 
CHURCH CALENDAR DIRECTORIES 


860 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 


Appointed Lessons for All 
Sundays, Daily Lessons for 
Home or Church, Liturgical 
Colors and Suggested An- 
thems (dated), Schedule for 
Presentation of Causes. 


STATISTICS 
Parochial—by synods. 
Auxiliary—by groups. 

Institutional—by officers. 
General—in totals. 


(Up-to-Date) 

Officers, Boards and Com- 
mittees of U. L. C. A., Cor- 
porate Titles (for bequests, 
etc.), Officers of Constituent 
Synods, Institutions—educa- 
tional and merciful—Minis- 
ters, Congregations — geo- 
graphical and synodical. 
Price, 20 cents a copy; $1.50 a 
dozen; 25 or more at 10 cents 

a copy, delivery extra 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228-1234 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
219 Sixth Street, Pittsburgh 


UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


1617 Sumter Street, Columbia, 8. C. 


$$$ 


“Christ of the Andes” “He Is Our Peace” 


is the message of the statue of Christ on the 
boundary line between Argentina and Chile 


ARGENTINA AND BRITISH GUIANA 


OUR NEIGHBORS IN SOUTH AMERICA 


This 1s the First Special Appeal For Our Missions in South America 


JANUARY IS FOREIGN MISSION TIME 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, IS FOREIGN MISSION DAY 


This Year's Sunday School Offering is for Buildings and Equipment in the Established 
Work of Both Mission Fields 


Now ts the Time to Come to the Aid of our Neighbors in South America 


THE BOARD OF LRORETGN iM 1oSLowNs 
18 EAST MT. VERNON PLACE BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 


